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SOME NORTHERN IOWA JUDICIAL HISTORY 


A Brief Account of Judicial History of What Is Now the Twelfth 
Judicial District, With Particular Reference to the Various 
Courts and Judges of Cerro Gordo County, Iowa 


By Remuey J. Grass 
Of the Cerro Gordo County Bar 


According to various country histories and the recollection of 
pieneer settlers as handed down to present generations, hunters 
and trappers began to visit this section of Iowa in 1849, par- 
ticularly along the streams and on the shores of Clear Lake. 
In 1851 or 1852 Joseph Hewitt and James Dickirson brought 
their families and settled near Clear Lake, and definitely made 
a beginning of civilization and settlement in what is now Cerro 
Gordo County. Their relations with the Indians were not always 
friendly as witness the Grindstone War when the settlers with- 
drew for a season to the more settled region of Nora Springs. 

February 5, 1851, the General Assembly then in session cre- 
ated almost half a hundred new counties out of the undivided 
western portion of the state, and one of them was Cerro Gordo 
County, named after the Battle of Cerro Gordo in the Mexican 
War. 

An election was duly called and held on August 7, 1855, at 
the John B. Long cabin near what is-now Mason City, to elect 
officers for and effect an organization of the new county. 

The census of 1856 when Cerro Gordo County first was listed, 
gave it a population of 632. 

The first county seat was located at Mason City, but in the 
spring of 1857 citizens appeared before the Sixth General As- 
sembly and procured a commission to be appointed composed of 
‘Stephen Henderson, James Taggart. and George McCoy who 
determined upon the location of a new county seat and by 
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report filed on April 30, 1857, Livonia, located in Lake Town- 
ship, was named as the county seat. 

A year later on the first Monday of April, 1858, in a bitterly 
contested election Mason City was selected as the county seat 
and has retained that distinction since that time. The very loca- 
tion of Livonia is forgotten save as some old abstract or county 
map refers to it. 


TerriroriaL Courts 1n Iowa : 

As set out in the Act of Congress creating the territory of 
Iowa, approved on June 12, 1838, and going into effect on July 
4, 1838, all that portion of the territory of Wisconsin west of 
the Mississippi River was separated therefrom and established 
as the territory of Iowa. In Section 9 as set out on pages 627-28 
of the 1851 Code of Iowa it was provided that the territory of 
Iowa should have a Supreme Court with a chief justice and two 
associate justices who were to serve for four years, and three 
judicial districts over each of which one of the supreme judges 
should preside; probate courts; and justices of the peace. The 
Supreme and District Courts had both chancery and common 
law jurisdiction. Appeals might be taken to the Supreme 
Court of the United States. Provisions for clerks of courts were 
also set out. 

In Section 10 provisions were made for the United States 
attorney and marshal for the territory. 

On October 7, 1844, the people of Iowa, through a convention 
of delegates formed a Constitution and state government and on 
March 3, 1845, an act providing for the admission of Iowa and 
at the same time, of Florida, to meet the exigencies of the slavery 
situation, was adopted by the Congress of the United States. 
Certain requirements were set forth which had to be approved 
by the citizens of Iowa before the admission of Iowa into the 
Union could be proclaimed. 

To comply with these requirements, a second convention of 
delegates met at Iowa City and on May 18, 1846, adopted the 
1846 Constitution of Iowa. 

The Constitution of 1846 provided for a Supreme Court of 
three members to be elected by the joint vote of House and 
Senate and to serve for six years, and further provided: 


, In Section 18, Lake Township, a short distance east of the east end of 
Clear Lake. See ANNALS oF Iowa, Vol. XVII, p. 457.—Editor ANNALS. 
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The district court shall consist of a judge, who shall be elected by 
the qualified voters of the district in which he resides, at the township 
election, and hold his office for the term of five years, and until his 
successor is elected and qualified, and shall be ineligible to any other 
office during the term for which he may be elected. The district court 
shall be a court of law and equity, and have jurisdiction in all civil 
and criminal matters arising in their respective districts, in such manner 
as shall be prescribed by law. The judges of the district courts shall 
be conservators of the peace in their respective districts. The first 
session of the general assembly shall divide the state into four districts, 
which may be increased as the exigencies require.” 


Prosecuting attorneys and clerks for the districts are also to 


be elected.* 
Districr Courts 


In 1853 according to the districting as set forth and provided 
by the Fourth General Assembly, there were at that time nine 
judicial districts of which the Fifth District was composed of 
Marion, Jasper, Marshall, Hardin, Grundy, Butler, Floyd, 
Mitchell, Worth, Cerro Gordo, Franklin, Polk, Story, Webster, 
Wright, Hancock, Winnebago, Dallas, Boone, Yell, Humboldt, 
Kossuth, Bancroft, Green, Calhoun, Pocahontas, Palo Alto and 
Emmet.* 

In 1855 the General Assembly created the Tenth Judicial 
District, as set forth in the Acts of the Fifth General Assembly 
composed of Clayton, Allamakee, Winneshiek, Fayette, Chicka- 
saw, Floyd, Mitchell, Howard, Worth and Cerro Gordo.’ 

After the creation of the Tenth Judicial District on February 
8, 1855, Cerro Gordo, Howard, Mitchell and Worth counties 
were attached to Floyd County for judicial purposes.” 

On January 21, 1857, it was provided by the legislature that 
court should be held in Cerro Gordo County as a part of the 
Tenth District on the fourth Monday after the third Monday 
in May and September of each year.’ 

Samuel Murdock of Clayton County was elected judge of the 
Tenth District on April 2, 1855, and was commissioned May 3, 
1855. He it was who held the first term of court in Mason City, 
Cerro Gordo County, on June 15, 1857. 


2Constitution of Iowa, 1846, Art. 5, Sec. 4. 
3[bid., Art. 5, Sec. 5. 

44cts of the Fourth General Assembly, Chap. 46. 
5Acts of the Fifth General Assembly, Chap. 111. 
6]bid., Chap. 8. 

7Acts of the Sixth General Assembly, Chap. 56. 
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On March 20, 1858, an act was approved fixing the Eleventh 
Judicial District of the state as containing Hardin, Franklin, 
Hamilton, Wright, Hancock, Winnebago, Webster, Marshall, 
Cerro Gordo, Worth and Boone counties, to take effect as of 
January, 1859.° 

John Porter was elected judge of this district October 12, 
1858, and held court in Cerro Gordo County after Cerro Gordo 
County became a part of the Eleventh District, and until the 
establishment of the Twelfth Judicial District in January, 1865. 

By legislative enactment approved March 12, 1858, the county 
of Worth was attached to Cerro Gordo for judicial, election, and 
revenue purposes.” 

The first session of the District Court held in Cerro Gordo 
County, on June 15, 1857, the county then being a part of the 
Tenth District, was called by N. W. Stackhouse, sheriff, and 
adjourned to June 17, 1857. On that date Samuel Murdock, 
judge, presided and the first matter brought, to the attention of 
the court as set forth in Clerk’s Record A-1 was the certificate 
of admission to practice of Jarvis S. Church, issued by the Dis- 
trict Court at Waterloo on September 23, 1856. At this first 
session John Porter, later judge of the Eleventh District, was 
admitted to practice in this court, Samuel Murdock, district 
judge, certifying to the fact. The first litigated matter brought 
to the attention of the court was on a transcript from Floyd 
County where the case had originated while Cerro Gordo County 
was attached to Floyd County for judicial purposes. This was 
an action brought by Silas Card and Jacob Van Curen against 
one John B. Long, who at that time was county judge in Cerro 
Gordo County, alleging malfeasance in office. On an ex parte 
hearing previously held Long had been suspended from his 
duties as county judge, but on the trial to a jury had in this 
first term of the District Court in Cerro Gordo County, John 
B. Long was cleared and reinstated as county judge. On this 
same day one George Brentner, who was one of the early settlers 
and land owners in this community, was naturalized. He re- 
nounced his allegiance to the ‘King of Brynie’’ and was ad- 
mitted to United States citizenship in Cerro Gordo County. 


8Acts of the Seventh General Assembly, Chap. 94. 
%9Ibid., Chap. 47. 
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Cerro Gorpo County aNp tHe Twetrru Jupicrat District 


By the year 1864 while the Civil War was still in progress, 
settlers had increased in north central Iowa to such a point that 
the General Assembly under the provisions of the Constitution 
of 1857 revamped the judicial districting of the state and cre- 
ated the Twelfth Judicial District to be composed of Mitchell, 
Floyd, Bremer, Butler, Cerro Gordo, Worth, Winnebago and 
Hancock counties, setting the times and places of terms of court 
and providing for an election to select a district judge and dis- 
trict attorney who should commence their duties on the first 
Monday of January, 1865. This statute was approved on March 
28, 1864."° 

The election held November 8, 1864, resulted in the election 
of William B. Fairfield of Floyd County as the first judge of 
the Twelfth Judicial District of Iowa, and of John E. Burke 
of Bremer County as district attorney. 

On June 19, 1865, Hon. William B. Fairfield as sole pre- 
siding judge, John E. Burke, district attorney, William. B. Stil- 
son as sheriff and Robert Hickling as clerk of the District Court 
convened the first session of the Twelfth Judicial District at 
Mason City, Cerro Gordo County, Iowa. 

At the first session of the Twelfth Judicial District court 
held in Cerro Gordo County some of the matters brought to the 
attention of the court were the case of Alonzo Willson v. Geo. 
A. Fuller, which is law case No. 21. Alonzo Willson was the 
grandfather of Dixie Willson, the author. 

On the same day equity case No. 11, Nancy E. Allen v. Wm. 
A. Kerns was brought to the attention of the court and was 
continued as the defendant was in the military service of the 
United States. This Nancy E, Allen has added to the perplexi- 
ties of examiners of titles in this community as she seems to 
have gotten a divorce elsewhere and then sought to convey real 
estate as Nancy E. Crow, to the great confusion of the indus- 
trious and conscientious examiner. A number of other cases at 
this time were continued for the same reason, showing that this 
county had contributed to the service of the Union.” These mat- 
ters are set forth in Clerk’s Record A-281. At this first term, 
as set forth in clerk record fifteen grand jurors were summoned 


104cts of the Tenth General Assembly, Chap. 98. 
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and while the names of most of them are unknown to the writer, 
yet the name of R. O. Sirrine, Sr., Geo. L. Bunce and T. Pal- 
meter are known through their descendants. It is interesting to 
know that James Goodwin was appointed bailiff to attend upon 
their deliberations. 

On Clerk’s Record A-284 appears reference to law case No. 
45, W. A. Ransom & Co. v7. Wm. Stanbery as garnishee of Mar- 
tin Bumgardner. This case later went to the Supreme Court as 
one of the early cases from Cerro Gordo County. On the same 
page appears an action on a note by Rosa A. Howard, adminis- 
tratrix of the estate of Thomas O. Howard, deceased, v. Charles 
McNary which action resulted in 2 judgment for a little more 
than $50.00 in favor of the admimistratrix. Thos. O. Howard 
was one of the early settlers in this community and served in 
the Union Army dying on the field of battle. The post of the 
Grand Army of the Republic at Clear Lake was named after 
Captain Howard. A list of the judges of the Twelfth District 
is set out as exhibit “A” hereof. 


Tue Tweirru District in THE Supreme Court or Iowa 

The first case to reach the Supreme Court from one of the 
counties which now compose the Twelfth Judicial District of 
Iowa went up on appeal from Floyd County. It was a replevin 
action entitled Smith v. Montgomery, 5 Iowa, 370, decided De- 
cember 22, 1857. It is interesting to observe that Wiltsie & 
Fairfield successfully appeared for the appellant, the junior 
member of the firm being William B. Fairfield who later served 
as the first judge of the Twelfth Judicial District. 

The first state case to reach the Supreme Court also went up 
from Floyd County, State of Iowa v. Nichols, 5 Iowa, 413, in- 
volving the action of the justice of the peace in the trial of the 
cause. This case also was reversed. 

Cerro Gordo County first appears in the Supreme Court 
records in the case of Williams v7. Walker, 11 Iowa, 77, decided 
October 6, 1860, involving a motion to dissolve an attachment. 
Reiniger, Card & Reiniger represented the defendant. The third 
member of this firm was Robert G. Reiniger, later judge of the 
Circuit Court. This action resulted in reversal. 

On June 14, 1867, Cerro Gordo County again appears in the 
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records of the Supreme Court in an appeal in the case of Ran- 
som & Co. v. Stanberry, garnishee, 22 Iowa, 334. W. C. Stan- 
berry, the defendant, had come to Cerro Gordo County from 
Vinton in the early days and was a physician, later being ad- 
mitted to the bar. His son John S. Stanbery was later engaged 
in the practise, and his grandson Ralph S. Stanbery is now a 
practising attorney in Mason City. He was represented in this 
litigation by Irving W. Card of the Floyd and Cerro Gordo 
County bar. The garnishee was successful in procuring a re- 
versal of this case. 

The case of Blake v. McMillan, 22 Iowa, 358, went up from 
the District Court of Cerro Gordo County and was decided on 
June 15, 1867, on the question of presentment to only one of 
the makers of a joint note, which was held not sufficient to 
charge an endorser unless some legal excuse could be shown for 
the failure to make presentment to the other maker. Irving W. 
Card appeared as counsel for the appellee but the judgment on 
appeal was reversed. 

Another case which went up from Fayette County, decided 
on April 4, 1859, was the case of Smith v. Frisbie, 7 Iowa, 486. 
This case particularly shows the freedom from restrictions which 
existed in the trial of litigated matters at this time. The error 
upon which the appellant relies was “that one J. O. Crosby, 
an attorney at law, presided in the trial of the case in the place 
of Samuel Murdock, the judge of the Tenth Judicial District, 
whose duty it was to preside.” Judge Murdock having been 
absent, Mr. Crosby presided and the defendant withdrew from 
the trial of the action. The Supreme Court by Woodward, judge, 
says “That a person who is not a judge under the laws of the 
state was placed upon the bench to try the case against the 
wishes of one of the parties is made manifest; therefore the 
proceedings and the judgment under them, must be reversed. 
It is to be hoped that no one holding the responsible office of 
judge would refuse an appeal on exceptions, but show his objec- 
tions, and with regard to seeing the necessity of resorting to an 
appeal signed by three persons where the facts do not appear 
to be questioned. Judgment reversed and remanded.” 

Butler County appears in the Supreme Court on April 15, 
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1862, Perrin v. Griffith, 13 Iowa, 151, J. O. Crosby of pseudo 
judicial activity having been of counsel. 

Butters v. Olds, 11 Iowa, 1, first brought litigants from 
Mitchell County before the Supreme Court. 

George W. Ruddick, later a district judge, appeared hefore 
the Supreme Court in the Bremer County case of Wolverton v. 
Ellis, 18 Iowa, 413. 


County Courts Unprr THE Iowa STatTuTEs 


The Iowa Code of 1851 provided for the election of a county 
judge with duties similar to those of the present county auditor, 
and the additional ones incident to a county probate court hold- 
ing regular sessions on the first Monday of each month save 
April and August (for on the first Mondays of these months 
elections were held) and then on the Tuesday following the first 
Monday. His office was to be at the county seat. 

The County Court had authority to provide for the erection 
and preparation of courthouses, jails and other necessary build- 
ings within and for the use of the county, and in relation to 
roads, ferries, the poor, and cases of bastardy, the handling of 
probate and guardianship matters, and such other powers as 
are or may be given it by law. It determined the amount of 
taxes to be levied for county purposes according to the provi- 
sions of the law in force at the time and caused the same to be 
collected. The clerk of the District Court was required to act 
as clerk of the County Court and the register of probate. 

It provided that “a county judge should be elected at the first 
election holden in August after this statute has been in force 
thirty days, and if such election does not take place in the year 
1851, the county judges elected in 1852 shall hold for a term 
of three years, and a new election shall take place at the August 
election in the year 1855 and ‘every four years thereafter.’ 

These matters are also set out in Chapter 105, Code of Iowa, 
1860. 

Many amendments to these statutes appear in the early vol- 
umes of the session laws. 

The county judge was required to furnish a bond of an amount 
no less than $10,000.00.” 


1l1Code of Iowa, 1851, Chap. 15. 
12Acts of the Ninth General Assembly, Chap. 119. 
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- On April 8, 1862, the fees and compensation of the county 
judges in various matters are fixed.’ 

It was also enacted by the Ninth General Assembly that when 

a county judge is disqualified to act the clerk of the District 
Court shall act in his place."* 
' For those interested in the question of temperance and the 
present method of handling the sale of liquor, it is interesting 
to recall that “the county judge of each county on the first 
Monday of May annually shall appoint some suitable person or 
persons, not more than two in number, residents of said county 
but not both residents of the same township, to act as agent or 
agents of such county for the purchase of intoxicating liquor 
and for the sale thereof in the county for medicinal, mechanical 
and sacramental purposes only.” 

On April 7, 1868, the creation of a new office of county auditor 
was effected, it being provided that the county judge in each 
county shall be ex officio auditor after the first day of January, 
1869, and shall continue to discharge such duties until the 
auditor should be elected and qualified and after the said auditor 
should be elected and qualified, the office of county judge should 
cease.’° 

The County Court of Cerro Gordo County, so far as the 
records show, first met at Mason City on December 14, 1855, 
in reference to the estate of Thomas Corcoton, deceased, of 
Shell Rock Falls, Cerro Gordo County, of which estate J. S, 
Church was executor E. D. Huntly, clerk of the District Court, 
acted in the place of the county judge for reasons unknown. 

On December 9, 1857, the first contested matter was decided 
as set forth in Docket A, page 38. Judge J. S. Church, presid- 
ing, “The court was called at the outcry of the Sheriff Stack- 
house,’ and John Russell succeeded in establishing a claim 
against the estate of A. Long, deceased. 

The first guardianship petition was filed by Rindia Ann Hoff- 
man, in 1857, she being a minor over fourteen years of age. 
James G. Beebe was duly appointed her guardian and today we 
wonder what became of the young lady and her property. 


13]bid., Chap. 137. 

14Jbid., Chap. 166. 

154cts of the Fifth General Assembly, Chap. 45. 
164cts of the Twelfth General Assembly, Chap. 160. 
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The last session of the County Court, so far as the records 
show, was held on December 8, 1868, at which time George E. 
Frost presided as county judge. 

In reading the old records of the county court it is interesting 
to observe the property listed and the values thereof as set 
forth in the appraisals. Articles brought from the more settled 
and older portions of the country had a surprising value. Horses, 
cattle, and hogs were no lower than they were during the recent 
depression. Books, tools, wearing apparel were highly valued, 
and by the way, the number of petticoats which were listed in 
the inventory of a female decedent would be illuminating to a 
modern young woman. 

A list of the county judges of Cerro Gordo County from the 
formation of the county in 1855 to the end of the county court 
as such in 1869 is set out in Exhibit “D” attached hereto. 


Tue Circuir Court or THE Tweitrriu JupiciaL Disprict 


The abolishment of the county courts with their probate juris- 
diction and the increasing amount of litigation in the rapidly 
growing state caused the Twelfth General Assembly in 1868 to 
create a system of circuit and general terms courts, two in each 
district with a judge for each circuit, who were to hold office 
for four years. Four terms of court were to be held in each 
county. 

It was provided that the Circuit Court should have exclusive 
jurisdiction of all matters relating to wills, executors, adminis- 
trators and guardians, settlement of estates of decedents, minors 
and incompetents, and appeals in civil matters from justice of 
the peace courts and concurrent jurisdiction with the District 
Court in civil cases at law, foreclosures of mortgages and the 
like, actions of partition, dower, applications for the writ of ad 
quod damnum, and of all appeals in special proceedings in- 
volving the assessment of damages on the establishment of lanes 
or highways or other public improvements, or the taking of pri- 
vate property for public use. It was a court of record and had 
the same officers as the District Court. Appeals might be taken 
to the Supreme Court.” 

The Twelfth District was divided in two circuits of which 


17][bid., Chap. 86. 
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the first was Bremer, Floyd and Butler and the second Mitchell, 
Worth, Winnebago, Hancock and Cerro Gordo.'® 

The first session of the Circuit Court in Mason City was held 
February 8, 1869, H. N. Brockway sole presiding judge of the 
Second Circuit of the Twelfth Judicial District, F. M. Rogers, 
clerk of the Circuit Court. 

The Fourteenth General Assembly in 1872 provided that there 
should thereafter be one circuit judge in each district to be 
elected at the next general election and to hold office for a four- 
year term, this provision taking effect on the first Monday of 
January, 1873.” 

After this enactment Judge Harvey N. Brockway was not 
re-elected and thereafter one circuit judge only functioned in 
the Twelfth Judicial District. 

For eighteen years the circuit courts were a part of Iowa’s 
judicial system despite what appears to have been a duplication 
of the duties of the District Court. Lawyers of today remember 
little of its work and many even forgot its existence until some 
abstract of title showing an estate matter, or foreclosure action 
entitled “In the Circuit Court” reminds them of it. 

The Twenty-first General Assembly on April 10, 1886, abol- 
ished the Circuit Court and transferred its duties and responsi- 
bilities to the District Court, providing an additional judge for 
each district.” 

The circuit judges for the Twelfth District were Harvey N. 
Brockway of Upper Grove, Hancock County, who served from 
1869 to 1873; George W. Ruddick of Waverly, Bremer County, 
elected in 1869 who resigned to go upon the District Bench in 
1870; Robert G. Reiniger of Charles City, Floyd County, who 
succeeded Judge Ruddick in 1870 and served until 1884; and 
John B. Cleland of Osage, Mitchell County, who served after 
Judge Reiniger from 1884 until 1886 when the Circuit Court 
was abolished and he was elected on the District Bench. 

A list of the circuit judges of the Twelfth District marked 
Exhibit “B” is attached hereto. 

18]bid., Sec. 28, Chap. 386. 


194cts of the Fourteenth General Assembly, Chap. 22. 
20Acts of the Twenty-first General Assembly, Chap. 134. 
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Turn Jupces or THE Tweirru JupiciaL Disrrict 


The judicial history of the Twelfth District and of Cerro 
Gordo County has hinged upon the men who have occupied 
places upon the bench. For seventy years those men have made 
or marred it. 

In the fall of 1864 when by act of the legislature the Twelfth 
District was formed the electors of eight counties met to select 
a district judge and a district attorney. What conflicts there 
were and who contended for the offices we do not know, but 
William B. Fairfield of Floyd County was elected as the first 
judge of the Twelfth Judicial District of Iowa. He began his 
duties on January of 1865 and served out his five-year term. 

Judge Fairfield was a New Yorker of successful, well-to-do 
stock, a classmate of President James A. Garfield at Williams 
College in 1851 and a graduate of Hamilton College in 1855. 
Following Greeley’s maxim he came west after his marriage 
and his admission to the practise. At thirty he was upon the 
bench. Some years after the conclusion of his term he returned 
to New York state and died there in 1879. 

Judge Fairfield was succeeded on the district bench by George 
-W. Ruddick of Waverly, who had served a year or so as circuit 
judge. He too was a New Yorker, educated in Ohio and in New 
York, and admitted to the bar after reading law and attending 
the Albany Law School. He was active in the practise and 
served on the district bench for twenty-two years. After he left 
the bench he continued in the practise and died at Waverly 
in 1905. 

In 1886 upon the termination of the Circuit Court by legis- 
lative enactment, John B. Cleland of Floyd County was elected 
to the district bench to serve with Judge Ruddick. Born in Wis- 
‘consin in a pioneer cabin in 1848, educated in Carroll College 
at Waukesha, he had read law and was graduated from the Uni- 
versity of Michigan in 1871, where it is interesting to note he 
-was one of the founders of the Phi Delta Phi law fraternity. 

After he resigned from the bench in 1888 he located first at 
Fargo, Dakota Territory, and then at Portland, Oregon, where 
his ability soon received recognition, he being appointed cireuit 
judge in 1898 and serving as such until 1911. President of the 
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Bar Association of Oregon, lecturer in law at the University of 
Oregon, Grand Master of Masons of Oregon, he died with honors 
thick upon him in January of 1935. 

Upon the resignation of Hon. John B. Cleland, John C. 
Sherwin, who had been in the practice in Mason City, was ap- 
pointed to the position for which he was so well qualified, hold- 
ing it until he was elected to the Supreme Court of the state 
in 1899, which position he held until January of 1913. Born in 
Ohio in 1851, educated in the schools of Wisconsin, graduating 
from the University of Wisconsin Law School in 1875, he lo- 
cated in Mason City in 1876, an active and honored member of 
the bar and an able and respected nisi prius judge, and a fair, 
careful, conscientious justice of the Supreme Court. 

After George W. Ruddick had completed three terms on7the 
district bench, in 1892, Porter W. Burr of Charles City, Floyd 
County, was elected to take his place. Judgé Burr was born in 
Maine in 1852 and as a lad came to Iowa where he was edu- 
cated in Griswold College at Davenport, graduating from the 
‘Law School of the State University of Iowa in 1873, and being 
admitted to the bar at the same time. He practised in Floyd 
County continuously, except for the one term on the bench, until 
1908 when he suffered from a paralytic stroke which made him 
an invalid for eighteen years until his death in 1925, 

J. F. Clyde of Osage, Mitchell County, took the place made 
vacant by the retirement of Judge Burr in 1897, and continued 
on the bench until 1912 as an able and conscientious judge. 
He was born in a Wisconsin log cabin in 1850, coming to 
Mitchell County five years later. After his elementary educa- 
-tion he attended the State University of Iowa, graduating from 
the collegiate department in 1877 with honors evidenced by his 
‘election to’ Phi Beta Kappa ‘honorary fraternity, and from the 
Law School in 1884. Those who practised before him well re- 
member the Phi Beta Kappa key hanging from his watch chain. 
He had served as state senator from his district and was active 
in civic, educational and humanitarian enterprises. He died at 
Osage in 1927. 

In 1898, because of increased litigation in a rapidly growing 
district, Charles H. Kelley then of Forest City, later of Charles 
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City, took his place upon the district bench. Born in 1856 in 
Franklin Falls, New Hampshire, he received his college educa- 
tion at Boston University and was admitted to the bar in 1882. 
For thirty-four years his long experience, keen mind and active 
judicial intelligence made him an ideal trial judge. He died at 
his home in Charles City in 1932. 

- Upon the resignation of Judge Sherwin from the District 
Court to take his seat upon the Supreme Bench, the Twelfth 
Judicial District selected Clifford P. Smith, then of Mason City, 
to take his place. Judge Smith was born on a farm near North 
Vernon, Indiana, in 1869 and studied law in the office of Blythe 
& Markley, one of the pioneer law firms of northern Iowa. He 
was one of the young men to go upon the bench, but his ability 
was recognized locally and elsewhere, and after two terms, The 
First Church of Christ Scientist in Boston, Massachusetts, called 
him to become first reader. Since 1908 up to the present he has 
continued in various responsible positions. He now resides in 
Waban, Massachusetts. 

Judge Joseph J. Clark was elected to fill the vacancy caused 
by the retirement of Judge Clifford P. Smith in 1908. He was 
born in Kentucky in 1851. He graduated from the Law De- 
partment of the State University of Iowa in 1873 and from 
that time onward was active in the practise of law in Mason 
City. For twenty-eight years he has been a judge, loved and 
respected by litigants and lawyers alike. 

Millard Filmore Edwards of Parkersburg, Butler County, 
Iowa, was born and educated in Pennsylvania, graduating from 
the Law Department of the State University of Iowa in 1884. 
His mind was well seasoned in the practise of the law when he 
was elected to the district bench in 1913 and his years of service 
since then have confirmed the trust his friends, clients and legal 
associates have reposed in him. 

In the year 1923 court work in the eight counties of the dis- 
trict was badly congested. Litigants and lawyers struggled in 
vain to get cases to trial within a reasonable time. To meet this 
contingency a fourth judge was added to the bench, and M. H. 
Kepler of Northwood, Worth County, was appointed and has 
been continuously re-elected since that time. 
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Born in 1870 in Scott County, Iowa, and graduated from the 
Law School of the State University of Iowa in 1896, he has 
carried on the best ideals of the Iowa bench. 

Judge Thomas A. Beardmore of Charles City, who was ap- 
pointed to fill the vacancy caused by the death of Judge Kelley 
in the spring of 1932, was the second of the judges in this dis- 
trict to have been born and educated in Iowa. As Judge Reini- 
ger and Judge Brockway, years before, had served in the War 
of the Rebellion, so this young judge had served as captain in 
the Mexican imbroglio in 1916-17 and in the World War from 
March of 1917 until June of 1919. He has been elected to suc- 
ceed himself and is ably carrying on the traditions of seventy 
years of judicial history. 

It is interesting in going through the list of judges to observe 
the many states from which they came. Maine, New York, New 
Hampshire, Wisconsin, Ohio, Kentucky, Pennsylvania and In- 
diana have contributed to the judiciary of this western state, and 
widely scattered universities and colleges—Hamilton, Williams, 
Boston, Beloit, Michigan, Wisconsin, Iowa, and more important 
than all others, the school of experience—gave these men the 
training which made them leaders in their communities, well 
fitted to settle the legal problems of the pioneers and to deter- 
mine the questions which an increasingly complex civilization 
presented to them. 

Some one has observed that the life of a community is deter- 
mined by the character of its first settlers. Just so the men who 
presided over the courts of this district have by their worth, 
character and achievements, done their full share in the de- 
velopment of the Twelfth District and the state of Iowa. 

EXHIBIT “A” 
List of Judges of the Twelfth Judicial District 


Name and Service Residence 
William B. Fairfield, 1865-70 -nneccmmvsssnmrnttinninsnn Charles City, Iowa 
George W. Ruddick, 1870-92 cvecmennrnnnsnenniirmininmemannin Waverly, Iowa 
John B. Cleland, 1887-88 ccccccvsvcicssrmncnerasrsnsmenmsnaetnintetisiaenenaein Osage, Iowa 
John C. Sherwin, 1888-99... .Mason City, Iowa 


dE FEparer® NGM Barbary Kofta co | ee emp ie ire een ere eee Charles City, Iowa 
FT. B, Clyde, 1897-1912. esncncnnenunmnenmnennnninniennnsnnnnnnneiteneimnnssred Osage, Iowa 
GC. H, Kelley, US9S-19B 22 seccnmenerermee eet rsmncminennstsraven Charles City, Iowa 
CUOr ey Sreth, 1900 ea nsantangneeregnitrentge aeons Waban, Mass. 
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Joseph J. Clark, 1908. cencecceeereeneenennennnnemnnnin Sere te Mason City, Iowa 
MM. FV. Hichwearrs, 19 1B eect anne cntmnenennen Parkersburg, Iowa 
MH. Keppler 1928 ccc cccccncnweesnee cee ecerenentnennnnnennenmnenennctens te Northwood, Iowa 
Mhomas Aw Beardmore, il Oso eer eee Charles City, lowa 


IONE BUG EUME SY 
List of Judges of the Circuit Court of the Twelfth Judicial District 


Name and Service Residence 
Harvey-N. Brockway, 1869-73... Upper Grove, Hancock County 
Geo; W:. Ruddick, 1869-10222. ee Waverly, Iowa 
Robert Ge Rein gery, 18 (0-8 arent ee Charles City, Iowa 
J» Bt@leland? U88b=8 Or see ee Osage, Iowa 


EXHIBIT “C” : 
List of Judges of Supreme Court of Iowa From Twelfth Judicia 


District 

Name and Service Residence 
Jobn ‘C. Sherwin, 1900-12. = -Mason City, Iowa 
Wi. LL Bliss. 1982-32202 = ee es ee ee ee eee Mason City, Iowa 

EXHIBIT “D” 
List of Cerro Gordo County Judges 

Name Service 
Do biry Bi TiOr a 9 a 1855-56 
Fe Fodeh ©) V1 ol 0 Ree eee nee ler Se et ee ee te 1856-59 
George “Vermnjlya 2-5 ee 1859-61 
Marcus Tuttle ..... 1861-63 
Elisha Randall... 1863-65 
W. E. Thompson. 1865-67 
Greor mee. s FOS bce eee re ee ee 1867-69 


AUTHORITIES 


Acts of Congress of the United States for Creation of Territory of 
Iowa, June 12, 1838, 1851 Code of Iowa, Pages 627-8 
Constitution of Iowa, 1844. 
Constitution of Iowa, 1846. 
Chapter 46, Acts of the Fourth G. A. of Iowa. 
Chapter 111, Acts of the Fifth G. A. of Iowa. 
Chapter 56, Acts of the Sixth G. A. of Iowa. 
Chapter 94, Acts of the Seventh G. A. of Iowa. 
Chapter 47, Acts of the Seventh G. A. of Iowa. 
Clerk’s Record A, page 1, Court Record of Cerro Gordo County. 
Chapter 98, Acts of the Tenth G. A. of Iowa. _ 
Clerk’s Record A, page 284, Court Record of Cerro Gordo County. 
Smith v. Montgomery, 5 Iowa, 370. 
State of Iowa v. Nichols, 5 Iowa, 413. 
Williams v. Walker, 11 Iowa, 77. 
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R. W. Ransom & Co. v. Stanberry, Garnishee, 22 Iowa, 334. 
Blake v. McMillan, 22 Iowa, 358. 

Smith v. Frisbee, 7 Iowa, 486. 

Perrin v. Griffith, 13 Iowa, 151. 

Butters v. Olds, 11 Iowa, 1. 

Wolverton v. Ellis, 18 Iowa, 413. 

Chapter 15, 1851, Code of Iowa. 

Chapter 105, 1860, Code of Iowa. 

Chapter 19, Acts of Ninth G. A. 

Chapter Ist, © “ Ninth G. A. 

Chapter 166, “ “ Ninth G. A. 

Chapter 45, “ “ Fifth G. A. 

Chapter 160, “ “ Twelfth G. A. 

County Court Records “A,” Cerro Gordo County. 
Chapter 86, Acts of Twelfth G. A. 

Chapter 134, “ ‘“ Twenty-first G. A. 


The data in reference to the various judges of the district 
and circuit courts have been compiled from information received 
from members of their families, the clerk of the Supreme Court 
of Oregon, the clerk of the Supreme Court of Iowa, the office 
of Mrs. Alex Miller, Secretary of State of Iowa, the Registrar's 
Department of the University of Michigan, the office of E. R. 
Harlan, Curator of the Historical Department of Iowa, and 
through the co-operation of members of the bar of the Twelfth 
Judicial District of Iowa, to all of whom thanks and apprecia- 
tion are rendered. 

Note: In checking through the lists of judges of this district 
in the Iowa Official Register and in a list furnished by the clerk 
of the Supreme Court of Iowa, I found the name of Marshall 
F. Moore, Sioux City, Woodbury County, Iowa, given as having 
been a judge of the Twelfth District in the years 1857-58, seven 
years before the establishment of, and from a county never a 
part of, this district. When errors creep into official records, I 
crave your indulgence for such as may be found in this article. 
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GUSTAVUS BENSON BRACKETT 


By Davin C. Morr 


Not all fame is won in leading armed hosts against our coun- 
try’s enemies, nor in the forum of debate in the halls of Con- 
gress; sometimes it is won in the quietude of scientific investi- 
gation when nature’s secrets are discovered and made to serve 
the wants of men. Gustavus B. Brackett turned his talents to 
account in aiding the pioneers of Iowa to find the fruits best 
adapted to the soil and seasons of the embryo state, and de- 
serves a place of remembrance among her illustrious men. 

Gustavus Benson Brackett was born at Unity, Waldo County, 
Maine, March 24, 1827. His parents were Reuben and Eliza- 
beth S. Brackett.’ The family removed to Cincinnati, Ohio, in 
1837, and to Denmark, Lee County, Iowa, in 1841, where Reuben 
Brackett established a nursery, and where be remained until 
the end of his life.” Reuben Brackett was one of the Board of 
Trustees of Denmark Academy on its incorporation in 1843,” 
and.was a member of the Board of Trustees and president of the 
officers of the corporation of the Academy through several years 
ending with 1857, as shown by the catalogues of the school. 
This is evidence of his standing in the community. The son, 
Gustavus B., obtained his education .in public schools in Cin- 
cinnati, and in Denmark Academy, and then joined with his 
father in the nursery business. On September 15, 1861, he was 
appointed first lieutenant in Company I, Engineer Regiment of 
the West, was mustered October 31, 1861, and was promoted 
to captain July 5, 1862. He was chief of engineers under 
General Grant for a while, and was topographical engineer with 
General Sherman in his famous march to the sea.’ At the close 
of the war he returned to Denmark and to the nursery business. 


IWho’s Who in Amer., Vol. VII, 1912-18, p. 224. 

2Biographical sketch of Col. G. B, Brackett in Report of the Iowa Slate 
Horticultural Society, Vol. 50, 1915, p. 184, 

History of Lee County, Iowa, Western Historical Company, Chicago, 1879, 
. 672, 
. 4Roster of Iowa Soldiers, Vol. VI, 49, : 
SBlographical sketch in Horticultural Repoek loc. cit. 
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After the war he was for a time a liewtemamt colonel in the 
Towa Militia.® 

After finishing school at the Denmark Academy, with the ex- 
ception of some four years im the army, he gave his emergies to 
the nursery business which his father had established. On June 
26, 1866, there was formed at Iowa City the Towa State Horti- 
cultural Society, an organization destined to greatly influence 
the career of Colonel Brackett. The first officers were Dr. James 
Weed of Muscatine, president; D. W. Kauffman of Des Moines, 
vice president; Mark Miller of Des Moimes, seeretary; and David 
Leonard of Burlington, treasurer. On January 9, 1867, the so- 
ciety held its first meeting for public pe in the Court 
House in Des Moines. D. W. Kauiiman was elected president 
and W. W. Beebe of Dubuque, secretary for the following year. 
On January 7, 1868, they met again in Des Moines and J. B. 
Grinnell became president and Dudley W. Adams of Allamakee 
County, secretary. At that time a constitution was adopted. 

Colonel Brackett about this time became a member of the so- 
ciety. In a letter of greeting written for the society fer its meet- 
ing in 1896 he says he was a member of the organization from 
its inception. At its meeting at Keokuk September 14, 1869, is 
the first one in which we find him taking part. There with others 
of a committee he signed a memorial to the General Assembly 
asking for an appropriation to be made of $2,000 for the fol- 
lowing biennium for horticultural purposes. He prepared and 
read an article on “Pears in Southern Iowa,” and was appointed 
chairman of a committee to report on pears, plums, cherries and 
peaches, which was one of eight committees appointed to make 
investigations and report on different fruits best to be raised 
in Iowa.® 

At this time Colonel Brackett was forty-two years old and 
was in his prime, a man of vigor, and we find him entering into 
the activities of the society with enthusiasm. At its meeting 
held at Keokuk January 11, 1871, he became a member of the 
Board of Directors of the society, and at that meeting and at 
the following one he made reports concerning the conditions and 
results of fruit raising in his district. 
" 6Who's Who in Amer., loc. cit. 


TFirst Annual Report. Ia. State Hort. Soc., 1867, pp. 114-16. 
Report Ia. State Hort. Soc., 1869. 


| 
| 
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January 21, 1873, the meeting was held in Davenport. Suel 
Foster was president. We find Colonel Brackett taking part in 
discussions. Among the membership were some of the leading 
fruit growers and nurserymen in the new state, such as J. L. 
Budd of Shellsburg, C. L. Watrous of Des Moines, D. W. Adams 
of Waukon, and G. P. Wood of Springdale. The discussions 
developed the experiences of the members with different varie- 
ties of apples, pears, grapes, etc., and their conclusions as to 
those varieties most suitable to the new state. At the close of 
this meeting Suel Foster declined re-election as president, “hop- 
ing the society would select a younger man,” whereupon “G, B. 


Brackett of Lee County was elected president, and the choice 


made unanimous.’ 


The meeting of the Horticultural Society of January 20-22, 
1874, was held at Iowa City. Colonel Brackett delivered the 
annual address as president of the society, speaking in part as 
follows: 


You have left your cares and toils—your pleasant homes—for a 
while and come from distant parts of the state to meet each other in 
social intercourse, to exchange the genial smile and the hearty fraternal 
handshake. You have come to contribute of your wisdom and experience 
to the great fund of human knowledge. You meet here co-laborers in 
a noble vocation—a band of “Nature’s noblemen,” to compare notes 
and experiences, to counsel and advise, to learn from each other, to the 
mutual benefit of all. The art of horticulture, coeval with the very 
existence of man, is one of the noblest and most interesting studies in 
which the student can engage. In it he “looks through nature up to 
nature’s God.’ Every tree, shrub and plant, every leaf and flower, 
points upward to the great first cause of things. .... Its influence is 
refining to the character; it tends to promote social happiness and 
public morality, and with its kindred sciences which embrace geology, 
meteorology, entomology, botany, agricultural chemistry, and vegetable 
physiology, it opens a field of investigation as wide as the universe, 
and he who enters upon it will find that it is not the work of a day. 
.... It is not for him who has enjoyed the fruits which it has taken 
hundreds of years to perfect, to refrain from the good work that is to 
increase the happiness of countless millions that are to come after him. 


* * * * 

It seems to me that much of our time at these meetings should be 
devoted to the discussion of fruits. Addresses, essays, and theoretical 
papers are proper in their place but should not occupy too much of 
OUT Ie... te Stern facts are the things with which we should deal. 


9Ibid., 1872, p. 83. 
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Practical experience is worth more than all else, and I hope you will 
all bear in mind the importance of your improving every opportunity 
io lmpart your knowledge to others, and engage freely in the discussions, 


* * * * 


{ wish to direct your attention to forestry, a branch of our science 
that is of greater importance, perhaps, than all others just at this 
time, and especially to the dwellers on the broad and treeless prairies 
of the west, To him who grows corn for fuel, the question of how to 
prow timber instead is of the deepest importance, Fruits and flowers 
he can do without, but not fuel or timber. Iron to a certain extent is 
taking the place of wood. But for a thousand different uses there has 
nothing been found to supply its place. To us who are accustomed to 
live in a well timbered country, this subject may not appear of such 
vast importance, but let us consider that our forests are fast disap= 
pearing before the woodman’s axe, and that their total destruction is 
ouly a question of time, unless some effort is made to supply the waste,!? 


Before the close of the meeting Colonel Brackett was re-elected 
president, ‘The ninth annual meeting of the socieity was held at 
Burlington January 19-21, 1875, General Augustus C, Dodge 
inmade the address of welcome to the society. Colonel Brackett's 
annual address as president was again replete with eloquence 
and wisdom, From the address we quote: 


We come with hearts of love for the work in which we are enpaped, 
with fraternal feelings for our co-workers who gather here with us 
from all parts of the state, and to those from other states we extend 
the hand of fellowship and tender you a cordial welcome, and invite 
you to participate in our deliberations. 

President Brackett refers to the death of Mark Miller of Des 
Moines which occurred the previous April, and said further that 
Mr, Miller had been a helpful member from the beginning of 
the society, He had been an agricultural journalist many years, 
and was also a practical horticulturist and pomologist. He had 
charge of an exhibition of Iowa fruits at the American Pomo- 
logical Society held at Philadelphia two years previous and bore 
olf the Wilder Medal for the best collection of apples. 

The society at this time was receiving $1,000 annually from 
the state “for the promotion and encouragement of horticulture.” 
‘he society was making plans to make an exhibit of fruits at 
the Centennial Exposition at Philadelphia the next year, Before 
adjournment Colonel Brackett was elected president for the third 


consecutive year, 


‘Wybid,, 1878, pp, 28-27. 
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The tenth annual meeting of the society was held in Des 
Moines January 18-20, 1876, President Brackett in the chair. 
By request of the president the session was opened with prayer 
by Rev. John A. Nash. The address of welcome was made by 
Mayor A. Newton. 

One subject considerably discussed at this session was the 
lack of interest the new State Agricultural College at Ames was 
taking in horticulture. On this subject Suel Foster said during 
the discussion of the subject: 


It is unfortunately true that horticulture, so far in the history of 
our college, has been almost ignored, The cattle department, the farm 
department, physics, civil engineering, and even military tactics must 
have full scope and allowances, but the one department most in need 
of aid in the way of an experimental station must get along under 
every inconvenience. Not a propogating house, not a room suitable for 
indoor horticultural work, or instruction, and not even a cellar for the 
keeping of roots and plants has yet been provided, Not a fourth-class 
nurseryman in the state but has superior advantages for successful 
work in this line over our State Agricultural College,"! 


A committee was appointed to present their cause to the Col- 
lege Board with Mr. Foster as chairman, Preparations went for- 
ward for an exhibit of fruits of the state at the approaching 
Centennial Exposition at Philadelphia, At the election of officers 
for the coming year Colonel Brackett was elected president for 
the fourth consecutive year, At a meeting of the Board of Di- 
rectors of the society President Brackett was appointed as the 
representative of the society at the exposition at Philadelphia 
with full control and management of the exhibit of fruits and 
woods of the society, and his reasonable expenses connected with 
the service to be paid from the funds of the society.’ 

The eleventh annual meeting was held at Oskaloosa January 
16-19, 1877, President Brackett presiding. Secretary Joseph L, 
Budd said in his report to the society: 

The exhibit of our society at the great Philadelphia Ixposition of 
casts, fruits, wood specimens, ete,, attracted world-wide attention and 
admiration. . . . . President Brackett, for his persistent labors from 
the commencement of our effort to make a creditable display, to the 
termination of the great show, deserves thanks such as words can hardly 
express,18 

11]Jbid., 1875, p. 178. 


12[bid., 1875, p. 266. 
13J[bid., 1876, Pp. 26. 
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Mr. Brackett made a report to the meeting in which he stated 
the Executive Council was authorized to make an exhibit of 
fruits at the exposition, but they made him one of the managers, 
so their efforts harmonized, Mr. Brackett acting for the state as 
well as for the society. In April he with his helpers placed 
under glass shades 1,000 facsimiles representing 300 varieties of 
fruits, all grown in Iowa in 1875. This was an exhibition no 
other state attempted to make, and 

Throughout the entire season it was a great center of attraction to 
the thousands who visited the exposition. .... So true to nature were 
these models that they were generally taken to be genuine fruit, and 
in many instances the sense of sight alone would not satisfy the curious 
observer, they must lift the shades to see if they could not catch the 
aroma, or handle them before they would be convinced they were but 
imitations of real fruit. 

By September Colonel Brackett and his assistants were able 
to receive from their membership in Iowa fresh fruit sent in 
refrigerator cars and put on an exhibit of fresh fruits the largest 
of any state—342 varieties of apples, 50 varieties of pears, and 
several varieties of plums, quinces and grapes. With regard to 
this Colonel Brackett says, “We have shown to the world that 
in addiiton to the numerous and varied productions of our noble 
state, we can produce as fair fruit as nature ever painted with 
its golden hues.” 

They also put on an exhibit of 160 varieties of native and 
cultivated woods.”* 

Colonel Brackett declined to accept the presidency of the 
society for another year, saying he so far neglected his private 
business the previous year because of the Philadelphia Centen- 
nial Exposition, that for pecuniary reasons he wished to be ex- 
cused. He was, however, by vote of the society made an honorary 
life member along with J. B. Grinnell, James Smith of Des 
Moines, and Suel Foster of Muscatine. 

The twelfth annual meeting of the society was held in Des 
Moines January 15-18, 1878, H. W. Lathrop of Iowa City pre- 
siding. At this meeting Colonel Brackett reported on behalf of 
himself and John N. Dixon of Mahaska County, who were ap- 
pointed delegates of the society to attend the American Pomo- 
logical Society to be held at Baltimore in September, 1877, that 


32From Col. Brackett’s report in Report Ia. State Hort. Soc., 1876, pp. 128-32. 
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Mr. Dixon being unable to attend, he went alone. About 100 
delegates were present, many of them being leading pomologists 
of the country. At the sessions discussions were had concerning 
the improved processes of canning and of drying fruit, and of 
exporting fresh fruit, especially apples, to England and other 
European countries. 

In 1878 Colonel Brackett was appointed an honorary com- 
missioner to the International Industrial Exposition at Paris, 
France. The governor of each state nominated two honorary 
commissioners and the president of the United States appointed 
them. Colonel Brackett and Alfred Hebard were thus appointed 
from Iowa, but we find no evidence that they attended the ex- 
position. 

The thirteenth annual meeting of the society was held at Mar- 
shalltown January 21-24, 1879. Colonel Brackett it seems did 
not attend, but contributed a letter to the director of his district 
concerning the condition of the fruit crop in his county, showing 
his willingness to do whatever was assigned to him to do, whether 
it was one of high honor, or one of the necessary smaller duties 
of members. There is also a report of the Committee on Nomen- 
clature, signed by himself, calling attention to the troubles re- 
sulting from carelessness of nurserymen in not furnishing trees 
true to name. 

The fourteenth annual meeting met at Des Moines January 
20-23, 1880. C. L. Watrous of Des Moines was president and 
J. L. Budd of Ames, secretary. President Watrous said in his 
address: 

This society, chartered and pensioned by the state, and charged with 
labors of the highest importance to the material development of the 
state, should clearly—unless it proved itself unworthy—have a home 
allowed it in the House of the State. The magnificent collection of 
fruit casts and woods which so worthily represented the fruits and 
forests of this state at the Centennial are now liable to damage and 
decay, without a resting place. They deserve well of the people of this 
state, and should at least have one room allowed them out of the 
multitude to be in the great marble pile upon yonder hill top.” 

The new Capitol was slowly nearing completion and they were 
casting envious eyes toward it. Four more years were to elapse 
before its formal dedication. The sociéty adopted a resolution 
appointing a committee, C. L. Watrous, A. H. Lawrence, Suel 


15Report Ia. State Hort. Soc., 1879, p. 116. 
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Foster, Al Swalm, and G. B. Brackett, te ask the lgislatere te 
assign to the society room im the mew baildimg for the asa, 
brary, and museum of this seciety. 

The meeting of January 18-21, 1931, was held at Oedar Falls, 
Colonel Brackett presented a paper em “Usefal and Neomeas 
Birds,” showing his close observation @f bird habits, anad indi 
cating his love of nature. We quote a portion of It: 


We are aware that we are departing fram the a@ beaten track 
when, instead of calling the birds ewr friemdis withoat any Gistinchka, 
we propose to arraign a part of them as @ar enemies. To Gahan with 
out discrimination that the birds are owr friemds, is as wajwst and Ase 
as it is to say that insects are owr emennies, for im the Insect world we 
have our friends in the predacious amd parasitic tribes, whe ali in 
destroying the noxious insects, just as trully as we have among the birds, 
It is therefore highly important that we stmdy tthe habits ef ear Rath 
ered songsters, that we may know which are oat friends and which 
are our enemies. We should study their fieedimg habits, for im this way 
we can distinguish friend from foe. As a gemeral Tale, the sectiveroas 
birds are our friends, such as the little hease-wren, always active a 
destroying thousands of insects every day, and the Needird, whieh is 
never known to eat anything but imsects. 

It is among the omnivorous tribes that we fimd thase ttle pests that 
are so annoying to the fruit grower, amd we will mention a few of the 
most injurious with whose services we are perfectly willing to dignpense, 
believing that all their good qualities do mot balance their evi pre- 
pensities. And first on the list we will memtion that miserable smeak 
thief, the brown thrush. I should have said grape thief, for they are 
very destructive to this our choicest fruit, Frem the time that our 
earliest grapes begin to color, they are om amd, fram early in the morn 
ing till late at night, thrusting their bill imto the best grapes of each 
cluster and sucking out the juice, leaving nothing bat the skim and 
pulp; so he goes, from bunch to bunch, spoiling every one he teaches, 
If he would eat up clean as he goes, we would be willing to allow him 
three square meals a day; but, simce he will mot be decent, we say 
shoot him. 

The robin comes next and is nearly or quite as bad as the thrash an 
grapes, while he is very destructive to the early fruits, taking the 
cherries and raspberries as soon as they begin to ripen with as much 
complacency as though he was the sole proprietor of the Qomah. He 
is so familiar that he builds his nest where it will be most convenient 
for him to help himself and family to the choicest fruits, The eathirad, 
though not quite so greedy, helps himself freely to all small fruits, and 
when you dispute his right to do so, will fiy into a tree close by and set 
up his saucy squall at you, and like the thrush and robin, not to be 


16[bid., 1879, p. 264. 
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frightened off by bits of glittering tin or old hats and clothes hung in 
the trees to scare him away. 


The orioles are very destructive to grapes, and are very sly in their 
thievish operations, seeming to have a consciousness of their guilt and 
very suddenly take to their wings when detected in their nefarious 
operations, so that it is quite difficult to dispatch them, but as they. are 
not as numerous as some of the above mentioned birds, we can bear 
with them in their wily tricks much better than with some of the others.17 

Colonel Brackett also read a paper at the same mecting on 
“Mistakes on Pear Growing,’ and another on “Nomenclature.” 
He attended the annual meetings of the society quite regularly, 
producing papers of value. They show the scientist, the experi- 
menter, the practical nurseryman and fruit grower, as well as 
the idealist. He had command of a good vocabulary and a style 
of writing showing good literary taste. 

In 1885 there was held in New Orleans a National Cotton 
Exposition. Colonel Brackett was delegate at large from Iowa, 
had charge of an exhibit of Iowa fruits, and wrote to the mect- 
ing of the Horticultural Society when it was in session at At- 
lantic, Iowa, that Iowa had taken the gold medal and premium 
of $200 for the largest and best collection of fruit from the 
states north of Missouri east to the Atlantic, besides other medals 
and premiums.’* The society passed resolutions thanking Col- 
onel Brackett for labors which brought honor to the state. 

At the January, 1886, meeting of the society, held in Des 
Moines, Colonel Brackett made a full report of the labors of 
himself and his belpers in collecting the exhibits from over the 
state, of their arranging them at New Orleans, and of the suc- 
cessful result. At that meeting a committee consisting of C. L. 
Watrous, Silas Wilson, J. L. Budd, and G. B. Brackett was ap- 
pointed to superintend the finishing and furnishing of the new 
rooms in the Capitol that had been assigned to the society.” 
J. L. Budd declined to longer serve as secretary and G. B. 
Brackett, in his absence, was elected to that position and served 
for the year 1886. In his report to the society at its meeting at 
Charles City in January, 1887, he stated the society’s rooms in 
the new Capitol were finished, but the necessary furniture was 
not secured, that the Executive Council claimed they had no 


funds available for that purpose. 


17Ibid., 1880, p. 80. 
18[bid., 1884, p. 251. 
19fbid., 1885, p. 215. 
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At the January, 1888, meeting held in Des Moines, and for 
the first time in the Horticultural Rooms of the Capitol, Colonel 
Brackett was chosen librarian and custodian, a position he re- 
tained for four years. At this meeting he made an extended 
report as delegate from the society to the American Pomological 
Society held in Boston in September, 1887. There he met many 
noted pomologists and listened to discussions of value along scien- 
tific and experimental lines, which he described.” 

Colonel Brackett continued to attend the meetings of the State 
Horticultural Society and to contribute papers of unusual value 
to fruit growers, indeed the variety of subjects he treated is 
almost marvelous, and the keenness of his observations of na- 
ture’s laws. In 1891 he consented to again serve as secretary 
of the society which he did for that year. He had been for sev- 
eral years a member of the committee in charge of experimental 
stations of the State Horticultural Society and in 1890, when 
the number of stations had grown to nineteen, he was made 
general manager of those stations and retained that position 
for the following six years, or during 1895. He made reports to 
the society at different times. At the meeting in December, 1895, 
he reported having recently visited the then fifteen stations and 
gave information about their work and results.** 

Before this time Colonel Brackett’s reputation as a pomolo- 
gist had so far exceeded his state that he was more and more 
called into national activities. In 1893 he represented the pomo- 
logical division of the United States Department of Agriculture 
at the Chicago Exposition of that year.” He was not at the 
annual meeting of the Iowa State Horticultural Society of 1896, 
which was held at Des Moines December 8 to 11, but sent them 
the following letter: 


U. S. Department of Agriculture 
Division of Pomology 
Washington, D. C., December 7, 1896. 
To the members of the Iowa State Horticultural Society, 
Greetings 
It is with sincere regret that circumstances are such as to preclude 
the possibility of meeting with you at this, our annual convention. But 
though absent in body I am with you in spirit. Having been a member 
of this noble society from its inception, and having become so identified 
207bid., 1887, pp. 157-65. 


“1Ibid., 1895, pp. 91-99. 
22Who's Who in Amer., Vol. VII (1912-13), p. 224. 
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with it in all its interests and efforts to promote the cause of horticul- 
ture, it would indeed be strange if I should be unmindful of you on 
memorable occasions. Hoping that you will all use your best talent and 
work in perfect harmong for the elevation and promotion of horticulture, 
I am with sincere regards, yours fraternally, 
G. B. Bracxerr.?® 


At about this time he seems to have become permanently at- 
tached to the Division of Pomology, United States Department 
of Agriculture. When James Wilson beeame secretary of agri- 
culture in 1897 he made his fellow Iowan chief of that divi- 
sion.” When the Iowa State Horticultural Society was in ses- 
sion at Des Moines in December, 1898, it received from him the 
following letter: 


U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, DIVISION OF 
POMOLOGY, WASHINGTON, D. C., DECEMBER 10, 1898. 


Hon. George Van Houten, Secretary Iowa Horticultural Society: 

Dear Sir: It is now expected that the Division of Pomology of the 
Department of Agriculture will make an exhibit of fresh fruits at the 
Paris exposition on 1900. It will endeavor te have the fruit in place 
on the opening day and continue the exhibit until the close of the expo- 
sition. In order to do this, it will be necessary to collect specimens of 
fruit of the crop of 1899 and place it in cold storage until time of 
shipment—about January 1, 1990. If your society wishes to co-operate 
with this division by contributing Iowa fruits to the display, it will be 
advisable to make such arrangements as may be necessary at your 
meeting for collecting the fruit and caring for the same. A committee 
should be appointed and instructed to act ad interim for the society. 

It will involve a considerable expense, for which the society should 
make ample appropriation. The space allotted is so limited that no 
state will be allowed room for a separate exhibit, but each state will 
be credited with the fruit contributed. 

Definite information and instruction will be given in due time. Please 
lay this matter before your society, and advise me at an early day of 


its action. Yours truly, 
G. B. Brackerr.*4 


Colonel Brackett served as horticultural expert of the United 
States Commission to the Paris Exposition of 1900, and also 


served there as a member of jury, class 45, group viii.” Con- 
cerning this the Fort Madison Democrat had this to say: 


23Report Ia. State Hort. Soc., 1896, p. 124. | 
23aBiographical sketch in Hort. Report, loc. cit. 
24Report Ia. State Hort. Soc., 1898, p. 58. 
25Vho’s Who in Amer., loc. cit. 
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AN OLD LEE COUNTY CITIZEN 
Has Entire Charge of the Horticultural 
Exhibit at the Big Paris 
Exposition 

Colonel Geo. B. Brackett, for many years one of Lee County's most 
prominent citizens, his home being in Denmark, but of late years resi- 
dent at Washington, D. C., has been given entire charge of the whole 
horticultural exhibit of the United States at the Paris Exposition. The 
Washington Star in an article on the subject says: 

“The fruit canning industry of the United States, so extensive and 
important, not alone in this country, but in the market of the entire 
world, is to receive a share of attention in the American exhibit at the 
Paris Exposition commensurate, as far as space will allow, with its 
commercially exalted position. The material and samples to be used in 
the display have already been shipped to the French capital and will 
be in position, it is expected, when the big fair is thrown open April 15, 

“The work of collecting and managing the preliminaries of the ex- 
hibit of the canned fruits and vegetables was accomplished by Colonel 
G. B. Brackett, pomologist of the department of agriculture, and hon- 
orary expert in horticulture on the United States Commission of the 
Paris Exposition. Captain Brackett was assisted by Mr. William A. 
Taylor of his bureau. The exhibit will include, aside from the commer- 
cial features of fruit and vegetables growing, a rare collection of orna- 
mental plants and flowers, as_well as samples of American landscape 
gardening, in model and actuality. The main portion of the exhibit will 
be installed in the palace of horticulture, while the remainder will be 
in the open air in the form of growing plants and specimens of land- 
scape work. Colonel Brackett has charge of the entire horticultural 
exhibit of the United States.”26 


Colonel Brackett was for two years secretary of the American 
Pomological Society, a distinction further indicating his high 
standing in his profession.” 

At its meeting in Des Moines in December, 1901, the Iowa 
State Horticultural Society received a visit from Colonel Brack- 
ett. President M. J. Wragg, in introducing him, spoke as follows: 


Jowa has always been proud of the record she has made, not only in 
horticulture but in other branches of pursuit, and I know of no one 
man that is more responsible for her success in horticulture than the 
man I am about to mention. We are honored this afternoon by having 
with us the United States Pomologist—one of the oldest members of 
this society—one of its secretaries way back in its infancy, and one 
who has done as much as any one man to bring it to its present con- 


26Ft. Madison Democrat, March 16, 1900, p. 3. In the Newspaper Div 
the Hist., Memo. and Art Dept. of Ia. : Stree eh aoe 
“7Who’s Who in Amer., loc. cit. } 
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dition. I now have the pleasure of presenting Colonel Brackett, of 
Washington, D. C. 


Colonel Brackett responded in part as follows: 


This is rather unexpected and to undertake to make a speech now 
I believe is asking too much from me. I have just barely got my breath, 
coming from the depot..... I was within 150 miles of you on special 
business, and I thought I couldn’t afford to miss the opportunity to 
once more look into the faces of the old comrades and members of 
this society, therefore I took the train this morning and have just come 
directly from the east-side depot. I notice there are many that are not 
here—those who were the organizers of this society when I first met 
with them, away back in the seventies..... There is a new element 
introduced into the society, and I hope these members are as earnest 
as the members were in the past. I know from the reports I get that 
the society shows as great an interest as ever, and I do not know of 
any society in the states that is doing more for horticulture than the 
Iowa State Horticultural Society, and while there are problems you 
will have to work out, which are interesting, the most important work 
for you to carry out is to investigate the different varieties and propa- 
gate such as are adapted to this climate. I hope to meet you all during 
the short time I am here..... ; and with this I beg to be excused.?8 


Colonel Brackett remained with the Division of Pomology, 
Department of Agriculture, Washington, the years following, 
most of the time being chief of the division.” His death occurred 
at Washington, D. C., August 2, 1915, and burial was in Arling- 
ton Cemetery by the Loyal Legion of which he was a member.” 
It is appropriate in closing to quote from a sketch in the 1915 
Report of the Iowa State Horticultural Society, supposedly 
written by Wesley Greene, who was then secretary of the so- 
ciety. Following are excerpts from it. Speaking of Colonel 


Brackett it says: 


His fame as an authority on fruits and their culture was world-wide. 
Specimens were sent to him from every section of the country for 
identification and he could usually give the name and history of the 
variety and its value for that locality. He had an artistic skill in 
molding wax fruits that few could equal. He made a collection of wax 
models of Iowa fruits for the exhibit at the Centennial Exposition at 
Philadelphia in 1876, which is still in the rooms of the society. He also 
supplied the Department of, Agriculture with a large collection of wax 
models of fruits while he was at the head of the division of pomology. 

28Report Ia. State Hort. Soc., 1901, pp. 143-44. 

29See U. S. Official Register, 1909, p. 71; 1911, p. 69; 1913, 180; 1915, 185; 
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He knew fruit better tham any mam im the comntry from leng study ef 
varietal differences in form and coler as modified hy envirenment. 


He was a companionable man, easily approached and would sit for 
hours and talk familiarly with imquirers about how te plant and prune 
trees and plants and to spray to protect them from their enemies. He 
had a fund of infermation to impart em their subjects from leng years 
of experience with plants. 

Colonel Brackett was not aggressive im his manner, but modest and 
very conservative im his statememts. He made friends easily and held 
them by his kindly disposition amd simcerity of purpose. No one knew 
him but to love him for his manly virtwes. The world is better for his 
having lived in it for his life mimistered tw the poetic and westhetic sensi 
bilities of men. : 


TO PRESERVE TOMATOES 


Messrs. Editors: As I am very fond of tomatoes, and have a 
way of preserving them to use, whem the season for them is ever, 
a way which I have never seem proposed, although others-may 
have heard of it, I have concluded to send it if you think proper. 

Dip the ripe tomatoes im scaldimg water, peel them and divide 
them into two, or if very thick through, three slices. Lay them 
on plates and put them into the ovem after the bread is drawn. 
If a good oven [Dutch oven, or out oven], by the time it is cool, 
or in forty-eight hours, they will be perfectly dried. Put them 
into paper bags and keep them im a dry place. When wanted 
for use dip them into cool water and lay them on a dish to swell, 
and in a mince or stew they are almost equal to the fresh fruit. 
If you wish to make tomato sauce, add a little water to cook 
them in. They are very good te eat out of hand in the dry state. 

Brooklin, May 9, 1844. 

—Bloomington (Muscatine) Herald, August 23, 1844. (In the 
Newspaper Division of the Historical, Memorial and Art De- 
partment of Iowa.) 
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JONAS M. POWESHIEK 
An Autobiography 


Altoona, Iowa, March 26, 1936. 

My grandmother Basted a group of Mesquakies who made the 
trip on foot from their reservation, provided by the government, 
in Kansas in 1853 to their old home along Iowa River in Tama 
County. 

One year later, September 16, 1854, my father James Powe- 
shiek was born. 

In 1882 a group of Pottawattamie Indians came up to Mes- 
quakie reservation to bring four drums to be presented to Mes- 
quakie group who believed in a worship called drum dance. 
While this group of Pottawatamie Indians were here, my father 
met a maiden of that group and they immediately fell in love, 
and marriage followed later of the same year. They had ten 
children, five still living. 

I was born in a regular Mesquakie wickiup covered with woven 
cat-tail reeds, January 1, 1895. 

The name that my father and his elders, being a bear clan, 
conferred upon me was Me-shi-ma-ta-qua, which means monster 
bear. All my relations as far back as before Columbus discov- 
ered America belong to the bear clan. 

I wish to state at this time that so many white people have 
a mistaken idea as to hov Indians name their offspring. I have 
read in books, papers and have heard any number of people say 
that soon after birth an Indian mother gives her child a name 
by the first object she happens to see, whether it be an animal 
or anything. I know a number of different tribes and their way 
of naming their children is not by what the mother happens to 
see soon after giving birth. Their ways are similar to ours, by 
clans. 

During my infancy my mother always told me that I was a 
good baby, by that she meant that I didn’t ery very much. I 
remember incidents of my childhood days when I was four 
years old. 

My folks had trouble keeping me home because I would wander 
off into the woods and fields looking for birds.“ I would be gone 
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at nights trying to catch birds in their nests by climbing the 
trees. 

Just before vacation one summer in the month of June my 
father took me to school in Toledo, Iowa, a government board- 
ing school. They thought I would be safe there from my wan- 
derings and they kept me in the basement room where I couldn’t 
get out according to their idea, however I managed to crawl 
through a narrow window and went up into the timber where I 
found some young pigs, and I killed one. 

On account of my being in school for the first time and in the 
month of June, the superintendent gave me the name June, which 
I used until I went to school at Chilocco, Oklahoma. 

My grandfather and grandmother lived about half a mile north 
of our wickiup. He was a very old man, he had a scaffold and 
arbor some distance from their home. It was his custom to take 
a rest and nap certain part of the day where no one would dis- 
turb him. It has been told of me by him and my father, I also 
well remember that I would go over where he was sleeping and 
poke him im the ribs with a long stick and run into the weeds 
to hide and continue this until he sat up. He would make a 
funny noise whenever I poked him in the ribs. This took place 
between the age of four and five. 

All of the Mesquakies at this time lived in wickiups and bark 
houses in the summer time. 

It was their custom to move to winter quarters, that being in 
the timber back of a hill out of the wind, and in the summer 
time they would move to open places for more breeze and where 
their garden spots were. 

I was gradually broken into going to school when I was about 
eight years old at the government school in Toledo. 

It was difficult for the teachers to try to make us understand 
English. It was equally difficult for us to learn anything because 
the minute we left the schoolroom we began talking our own 
language, so it must have taken time and patience on the part 
of the teachers. 

The older Indians were bitter against the schools and discour- 
aged those that were going to school. 

Many of the children would run away from school and go 


back home. 
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I myself tried that two or three times, but each time my father 
would take me right back because it was his duty, being a gov- 
ernment police; he was appointed government police when the 
school first opened in 1895. He held that position until 1913. 

The Indians as a whole hated him for being a police. 

The older Indians would call the school children mo-ko-ma-na, 
“white man.” 

However I managed to grasp a few English words and when 
I was thirteen years old I conceived the idea that if I was to 
learn anything I would have to go away some place where I 
couldn’t hear my language, then I would have to learn English 
language. 

I had heard of a school in Oklahoma which is still operating 
and is called Chiloeco Indian Agricultural School. I talked and 
pleaded with my parents to send me there, they kept refusing 
me, I kept begging them with tears in my eyes. Their main ob- 
jection was that the school was too far away and that I would 
get lonesome. That fall in September, 1908, they finally con- 
sented for me to go. My father took me to the agency and told 
the Indian agent to send me to Chilocco school. I signed up for 
three years; my transportation and expenses were paid by the 
government. 

I was happy as a lark to get to take a long train ride and 
see new country. 

I enjoyed the ride very much because it was my first ride. 
Quite a number of Indians came to the station to see me off. 
Upon my arrival at Chilocco there was a school hack there that 
took me to the school which was one mile from the station. Chi- 
loeco school land covers over eleven thousand acres. The govern- 
ment schools are operated under strict military rules. The boys 
are arranged in companies same as in the army. We lined up to 
answer roll calls for meals, school, church and everything. They 
had captains and other officers for each company. I was placed 
in Company C. 

I will relate my first experience at this school, my first Sunday 
at Chilocco. I had never been inside of a church before that I 
could remember and I never knew there were different denomi- 
nations. Soon after breakfast a bugle sounded (which was church 
call), the boys began to go outside to form in their respective 
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companies. I of course knew by this time where my place was. 
The sergeant called the roll, afterwards the major made some 
kind of a command and the boys began to fall out of line to fornv 
into different groups. I couldn't figure out why they were doing 
that so I remained standing where I was, not knowing which 
group to get into. The captain finally stepped up to me and 
said, “Say, are you a Catholic?” I thought to myself I might 
as well say yes and get into some group, so I said, “Yes.” He 
told me to get in that group (pointing), then they marched us 
off to church. I just followed the rest and did what ever they 
did, falling down on our knees now and then, I stuek to that 
church all thru my first year, and I didn’t seem to gain anything, 
not knowing what it was all about because the priest would talk 
in Latin all the time, 

After school was out I went home for vacation and on the 
streets of Tama one day I met one of the Missionary women. 
She talked to me and asked me how I liked the school, and if I 
went to church regularly. I told her I did. She wanted to know 
what church I went to, I said, “Catholic.” She threw wp her 
hands and said you are not a Catholic, you are a Presbyterian: 
next time you go back to school you go to Presbyterian churely. 
That is how I became a Presbyterian. 

During my first year at Chiloceo my mail was being continually 
sent to girls quarters thinking it was for a girl. Boys would 
tease me about the name June. I didn’t like it very well and 
one day one of the girls in my class, a Pawnee girl that didn’t 
know my name very well, called me Jonas, and it struck me 
right then that that would be the name I would adopt and I dis- 
carded the name June, IJ notified all my correspondents of the 
change and any one else that asked me my name I told them it 
was Jonas, and that is how I got that name. 

I remained at Chilocco school my full three-year term. 

It takes longer to get an education in the government schools 
because you are required to work half a day and the other half 
I was in school. 

You have a choice of any trade you wish to learn. Not know- 
ing any useful trades I picked out painting, just because my 
older brother was a painter. I worked hard and studied hard 
to learn all I could. My first experience with paint and brush, 
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superintendent’s office where they took my name and a room was 
assigned to me in the large boys’ quarters. The school itself ie 
real interesting, it has such a historie background, All the build- 
ings were built by George Washington's prisoners, the Hessians, 
and were occupied by Washington's soldiers. 

I wanted to continue the trade I had started at Haskell to 
become an electrician, but I was told that it was all filled up 
now, that I had to pick out some other trade. I didn’t know 
what other trade to take so the tailoring trade was suggested to 
me, that it was clean and easy trade. I consented to it and 
started on that trade which I liked very much as time went on. 

During the summer months I took advantage of the “outing 
system” they had, and I was placed on a farm in Newtown, 
Pennsylvania, to earn some spending money. The following 
summer I went out again, this time near Trenton, New Jersey. 
I spent two summers at this place. 

I liked tailoring very much, We made all the uniforms for the 
boys at school. I had the record of making a pair of pants in 
three hours and a half. All I Jacked in getting a certificate for 
tailoring was in drafting. 

I finally went home for a vacation. I was in Tama two weeks 
when I decided to go to Oklahoma where my older brother was 
living. He had married a Kuche girl at Depew, Oklahoma, The 
United States had declared war on Germany. While I was in 
Oklahoma I went to Tulsa and enlisted in the army June 2, 1917, 
and I was shipped along with other boys to I’t, Sill, Oklahoma, 
where we were sworn in on June 5. It was quite an experience 
for me and I wanted to go across so bad. It was more of a trip 
and to see how it was to be in the war that I was anxious to go. 
My training at the government schools relieved me from a Jot 
of hard training that the rookies were put through, I was put 
in with the regulars in a few days and in two weeks I was made 
a first class private. 

While I was at Depew where my brother lived a group of 
Saes and Foxes came over for a religious meeting that was put 
on, and among that group was an ex-Carlisle student that I grew 
very fond of who happen to be Ruth Moore, 

After spending three months at It, Sill, Oklahoma, we were 
shipped to Fort Worth, Texas. Our outfit which was Virst Okla- 
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homa Infantry was busted up and thrown with the Texas rookies 
in One Hundred and Forty-second Infantry, Thirty-sixth Di- 
vision. 

When I was at Chiloceo I was in Company C, at Haskell I 
was in Company C, at Carlisle I was in Company C, in First 
Oklahoma Infantry I was in Company C, in One Hundred and 
Forty-second Infantry, Thirty-sixth Division, I was in Company 
C. I was later transferred to Remount Depot, Quarter Master 
Corps, I was still im Company C there. I remained with this 
outfit until I got my discharge out of the army May 1, 1919. 

During my time with the Thirty-sixth Division and with the 
Quarter Master Corps I made use of my tailoring trade. I was 
provided with a shop where I could alter and make clothes for 
the boys. 

I made two trips to Tama while I was stationed at Fort 
Worth. 

The second time I was in Tama the Armistice was signed. I 
wired back to my captain for an extension of my furlough for 
ten more days. 

Ruth Moore was going to-schoo] in Oklahoma City then, and 
I had the pleasure of visiting her there at different times. 

After my discharge from the army, a friend of mine and I 
went in partnership to go into putting up a tailor shop at Ranger, 
Texas, a new booming oil town. We were there five months and 
sold out. He went to the oil fields to work and I worked at my 
other trade, painting. I finally went home in December of that 
year. In 1920 I went to Cedar Rapids to work at painting. I 
worked all summer. After it got too cold to work and work 
slacked up I went to Oklahoma in November. On November 20, 
1920, Ruth Moore and I got married there in Cushing, Okla- 
homa. In January, 1921, we went to Tama to make our home 
and that spring I went to work again with the same firm in 
Cedar Rapids. I worked there until 1924 when I began to work 
there in Toledo, doing all the painting at the agency. 

In 1923 we lost our first baby boy. 

Latter part of January 1925 I was hired by Hon. E. R. Har- 
lan to work for him in the Historical Department. I have worked 
for many different people, but Mr. Harlan is the best boss I 
ever worked for and I have been with him since 1925, 
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During this period of time Ruth and I have been blessed with 
four children. Two boys and two girls. We have three that are 
in school who are making good; next fall the fourth one will 
start to school. He is five years old, now, a namesake of Mr. 
Harlan, Edgar Harlan Poweshiek. 


DIVORCES 


The last legislature in one act divorced some twenty people, 
while this (at least the House of Representatives) was declared 
by a majority of about one half that the legislature does not 
possess the power, and by a unanimous vote decided that it was 
inexpedient to legislate upon the subject, which we think a 
legal, righteous, and expedient conclusion. For in this new 
country our legislature can untie more knots in one session than 
all the priests can tie during the recess. Let this matter go to 
the courts where it more properly belongs.—Bloomington (Mus- 
catine) Herald, Bloomington, Iowa, January 12, 1844, (In the 
Newspaper Division of the Historical, Memorial and Art De- 


partment of Iowa.) 


FIRST MORMON HANDCART TRIP ACROSS IOWA 


Following is from a copy of a camp journal kept by a secre- 
tary of the first Mormon handeart company which passed from 
Iowa City, then the terminus of the railroad, across Iowa in 
1856. It was sent to the Curator of the Historical Department 
on October 2, 1926, by Andrew Jensen of Salt Lake City, Utah, 
who was an efficient worker in the office of the historian of the 
Mormon church. Permission was offered us by him to publish 
it. In accordance with Mr. Jensen’s suggestion we have en- 
deavored to shed further light upon the location of the trail, and 
have put such explanations into footnotes. 

Mr. Jensen was a guest of the Curator of this Department in 
1925 for some two weeks. With the manuscript of this journal, 
and with certified copies of the notes of the United States land 
surveyors who originally set the township, range and section 
lines (of both the earlier Mormon Trail from Nauvoo to Council 
Bluffs, and) of this Handcart Trail, in their hands these two 
friends actually retrod the footsteps, paused at the camp sites 
and observed the hills and the streams forming impediments the 
men, women and children a-foot overcame or succumbed to.— 
E. R. Harlan, August 27, 1936. 


Following is an account of the crossing of the Plains by Captain 
Edmund Ellsworth’s handeart company, as copied and culled from the 
official journal kept by Andrew Galloway, secretary of the company: 

Monday, June 9, 1856. At 5 p.m. the handcarts were in motion, pro- 
ceeding Zionward (from the camp ground west of Iowa City). The 
Saints were in excellent spirits. The camp traveled about 4 miles and 
pitched their tents for the night. 

Tuesday, June 10, ‘The emigrants remained in camp all day, owing 
to the fact that three yoke of oxen had strayed away from the herd. 
While some of the brethren went out in search of the animals, the Saints 
in camp engaged in various duties. 

Wednesday, June 11, Early in the morning, the strayed cattle were 
brought to camp, and about 8 a.m. the company started forward. After 
traveling 5 miles, encampment was made for the night. The carts of 
Brothers Robinson and Jones broke down. 

Thursday, June 12. The journey was resumed at 6 a.rx., and the 
company traveled 12 miles, over a very dusty road. Tents were pitched 
about 2 p.m., the Saints were in good spirits. 
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Friday, June 13. The journey -was continued about 8 a.at., over 
good roads, and all went well. During the day a number of strangers 
visited with the Saints, who traveled that day 7 miles. 

Saturday, June 14. The company resumed the journey at 6 a.m. in 
good spirits, and traveled 7 miles, over good roads. Tents were pitched 
at 9 a.m. Toward evening, James Ferguson arrived from the general 
camp. About 6 p.m. William Lee, the 12-year-old son of John Lee, died 
of consumption. 

Sunday, June 15. The Saints remained in camp and held two meet- 
ings. The morning meeting which was commenced at 10:30 a.m. was 
addressed by Elder Joseph France, and the afternoon meeting, com- 
mencing at 1:30 p.a., by Edward Frost. A great number of strangers 
attended the meetings and they all paid good attention. At 9 o'clock 
in the morning, Lora Praeter, daughter of Richard Praeter, died of 
whooping cough; she was 3 years old. At 7:30 p.w. the sacrament was 
administered to the two companies. It was a time of rejoicing for all. 
Elder Ferguson addressed the Saints. About 9 p.m. the remains of the 
two children who had died were interred on the banks of Little Bear 
Creek.t [In Iowa County, 35 miles from Iowa City.] 

Monday, June 16. At 6:30 a.m. the company resumed the journey in 
good spirits. After traveling 13 miles the company rested from 11:30 
AM. until 4 p.m. on Big Bear Creek. After traveling 2 miles further 
in the afternoon, encampment was formed for the night. About 9 p.m. 
the camp was visited by a rainstorm. 

Tuesday, June 17. The bugle was blown at 4 a.m. for all hands to 
turn cut. The company moved at 6:45 a.m., traveled 10 miles, then rested 
2 hours, and at 2:20 p.m. tents were pitched for the night at a place 
where there was no wood, but plenty of water. About 3 p.a. Job Well- 
ing, son of Job Welling Sr., age 1 year and 7 months, died of canker 
or inflammation of the bowels. 

Wednesday, June 18. At 4 am. the bugle sounded for all to rise 
and at 5:20 the company resumed the journey, traveled 10 miles with- 
out accident, and pitched tents at 8:35 a... in order to give the sisters 
an opportunity of washing their clothes. During the day, the remains 
of Job Welling’s little son were interred at a po‘nt 3 feet from the 
north-east corner of Mr. Watson’s farm, in Section 25, Township 80, 
Range 17 West.? 

Thursday, June 19. The camp rolled out at 7:45 a.w. and traveled 
15. miles without accident. Encampment for the night was made about 
noon at a place where wood and water was plentiful. Several of the 
Saints were rebaptized for their health by Elder John Oakley. 

Friday, June 20. The camp moved at 6:45 a.m, traveled 16 miles 
over a very hilly and rather rough country, making the day’s journey 
very hard. In the morning, John Lloyd, wife and family “backed out.” 


1This was at Little Bear Creek, about four miles southwest of Marengo, 
lowa County. It flows into Big Bear Creek from the south. 

2In the southeastern part of Rock Creek Township, Jasper County, and 
about three miles southwest from Grinnell. 
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He was very much given to drinking whisky along the road. The com- 
pany passed through the town of Newton in the morning about $ o'clock. 
A halt was made from 10 to 12 o’clock, and tents were pitched for the 
night at 4 pat. on the banks of a beautiful stream of water,* where 
there was plenty of wood. Several of the Saints were baptized for 
their health by Elder Oakley. 

Saturday, June 21, At 6:50 a.m. the camp moved on, traveled 13 
miles, rested 80 minutes by the side of a stream, and later an hour on 
the top of a hill, About 1 p.m. tents were pitched for the night im a 
grove where there was plenty of wood and water. At 4:45 por. James 
Bowers died of quick consumption, aged 44 years. 

Sunday, June 22, The remains of James Bowers were buried near 
two other graves, a quarter of a mile east of the main line for Fort 
Des Moines, in Section 26, Township 79, Range 22+ The camp was 
called together for meeting at 4:20 p.m. Elders Wm. Heaton, Daniel 
D, MeArthur-and Edmund Ellsworth preached and gave good instruc- 
tions, 

Monday, June 23. The camp resumed the journey at 7:25, traveled 
10 miles and pitched tents at 10 aw. The roads were rather rough and 
dusty part of the way and led through a hilly country. During the day, 
the company crossed two good sized streams. Encampment was made 
for the night, 4 miles> from Fort Des Moines, where wood and waiter 
was plentiful. In the morning the company passed through a small 
town’ 7 miles from the Fort. 

Tuesday, June 24. The camp rolled out at 6:30 a.m., traveled 11 
miles over a somewhat rough and dusty road.? The day was exceedingly 
warm, and it was rather hard pulling for the handeart boys. Tents 
were pitched at 1:30 p.m. at a place where wood and water was plenti- 
ful. About half a mile from the camp, on the left side of the, road, an 
old moboerat came into camp and tried to make a fuss with Capt. 
Kulsworth, Sydney Shinn, son of James and Mary Shinn, died in the 
morning, He was buried 380 yards south of the bridge on the bank of 
Four Mile Creek,S under an elm tree. 

Wednesday, June 25. The camp resumed the journey at 6:25 a.m. 
and traveled 19 miles. A gentle, refreshing breeze blew nearly all day. 
The roads were good. There was plenty of water at Six Mile Creek 
and at Nine Mile Creek. Tents were pitched at 1:45 on the bank of a 
river? where there was plenty of wood. 

Thursday, June 26. 'The camp moved off this morning at 6:30 sar, 
traveled 10 miles, forded the river Raccoon, about 1 mile from the 
camping ground, passed the town of Ba 10 at 12 o'clock noon. The 


SThis was doubtless South Skunk River about 10 miles southwest of Newton. 

‘Apparently in southeastern part of Beaver Township, Polk County. 

SLikely camped on Four Mile Creek. 

SDoudtless Rising Sun, which they passed through early that day, then 
camped on Four Mile Creek. 

They must have passed through Fort Des Moines during this day. 

SThis burial was in the morning of June 24, before they had left camp on 
Four Mile Creek, 

Likely the Raccoon River. 

WLikely Wiscotta, about one mile south of the present town of Redfield. 
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camp again forded the river and camped on the west bank where there 
was plenty of wood and water. The road was good, with the exception 
of passing over two or three hills. Emma Sheen (2 years and 8 months 
old) daughter of Robert and Eliza Sheen, died of whooping cough, 

Friday, June 27, The body of Emma Sheen was buried in the morn- 
ing. 12 feet south of a walnut tree, on the west bank of the Raccoon 
River, opposite the saw mill. At 7 a.m., the camp rolled out, traveled 
10 miles over good roads and camped at 10:30 a.m. in a beautiful valley 
on the banks of a good sized stream. On the west bank of the stream 
is a beautiful spring of water. 

Saturday, June 28. The camp moved at 5:40 a.m. and traveled 16 
miles over good roads, except certain parts of it, which led through a 
hilly country. For a distance of about 13 miles, the water was scarce, 
but the emigrants were supplied with water at Bear Station.12 Tents 
were pitched at 1 p.m., and near the camping ground there was plenty 
of water while wood was rather scarce. During a heavy thunder storm, 
about 6 p.m., one of the tents was blown down, while other tents were 
rent from top to bottom. 

Sunday, June 29. The company remained in camp!* all day to rest. 
The weather was fine. Several strangers visited the camp. About 4:21 
p.M. the Saints met together for worship, and the meeting was ad- 
dressed by Elders Samuel Hargreave, Edmund Ellsworth, Daniel D. 
McArthur and Spicer W. Crandall. 

Monday, June 30. The camp moved out at 6:55 a.m., traveled 16 
miles, during the day, and 12 miles without resting. Part of the day, 
the road led through a hilly country, and there was no water for 12 
miles. Tents were pitched at 1:10 p.m. at a place where there was 
plenty of wood and water. A good spirit prevailed in camp. 

Tuesday, July 1. The camp moved out at 7:19 a.m., traveled 15 
miles over a rather rough road, passed a creek and camped for the 
night on the bank of a creek; wood was plentiful about half a mile from 
the camp. About 10:30 p.m. a thunder storm visited the camp, during 
which one tent was blown down and another one rent. 

Wednesday, July 2. The company remained encamped until 3:50 
p.M., owing to Brother McArthur’s company having lost a boy on the 
way. After starting, the company traveled 10 miles, camped about an 
hour on the banks of the Nishnabotna River,!® a short distance north- 
west of an Indian town situated on the banks of a river.'° The camping 
ground was a most delightful one. 

Thursday, July 3. The company resumed the journey at 9:45 a.o. 
and traveled 14 miles. After traveling 6 miles a halt was made on the 


11Likely the South Raccoon River at a point some three miles south of the 
present city of Guthrie Center. wes 
12],ater known as Bear Grove, some eight miles southwest of Guthrie Center. 
18This camp was evidently about three miles west of Bear Grove. 
14June 30 they must have traversed most of the southern part of Audubon 
ounty. . 
. “eThe main branch of the Nishnabotna River runs south through Shelby and 
Pottawattamie counties. We suppose they crossed it in Pottawattamie County. 
16Likely refers to the East Branch of the Nishnabotna. 
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bank of a creek, with but very little water. After traveling 12 miles, 
the company turned down a road leading to the right, and after travel- 
ing 2 miles down that road, an encampment was made by the side of a 
creek with plenty of water, but only a little wood. About 20 of the 
camp people lost their way, but found their way to camp about mid- 
night. 

Friday, July 4. The company moved out at 7:10 a.m. and traveled 
20 miles. During the day, they crossed two creeks. ‘The first ten miles 
they had plenty of water, but the last ten there was none. The roads 
were good. At 3:15 p.m. encampment was made by the side of a good 
creek where there was plenty of wood. This place was 14 miles from 
Council Bluffs. All the emigrants were in good spirits, 

Saturday, July 5. The company remained in camp all day to rest, 
wash clothes, etc. 

Sunday, July 6. The company remained in camp. A meeting was 
held at 4:20 p.a., which was addressed by Elders Andrew Galloway, 
John Oakley, Edmund Ellsworth, and Daniel D. McArthur. ‘The meet- 
ing was attended by quite a number of strangers, some of whom paid 
good attention, while others, who did not care to hear the doctrines 
advocated, walked off grumbling. 

Monday, July 7. The camp rolled out at 7 am. and traveled 15 
miles through a hilly country; rested 30 minutes on the bank of a good 
creek. For a distance of about 8 miles, there was little er no water. 
A few houses were passed about 2 miles from the camping ground, 
where several old “Mormons” were staying. Tents were pitched about 
5 o'clock p.m. 

Tuesday, July 8. The journey was resumed at 7 A. and the com- 
pany traveled 16 miles over a very rough road and up and down hills. 
One of the handcarts broke down on the way. The company rested on 
Pigeon Creek about 214 hours. Here the company cooked their dinner 
and got well rested. They then crossed the Missouri River on the steam 
ferryboat, a short distance below Florence.'* They arrived at the camp 
ground at Florence, about 5 p.m. 

Wednesday, July 9. On this and the few following days, the people 
of the Edmund Ellsworth company were busily engaged in repairing 
their handcarts, so as to have everything in proper trim for continuing 
the journey towards the mountains. 


Concerning this and similar movements of the Mormons in 
1856, files of Iowa newspapers of that date in the Newspaper 
Division of the Historical, Memorial and Art Department of 
Iowa contain statements and comments on the subject, from 
which we cull those below. The Guthrie Sentinel of Panora of 
June 21, 1856, presents the following: 


17Florence is on the Nebraska side of the Miss ive six miles 
earth of mene: ssouri River about six miles 
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Every few days (says the Journal of Commerce) companies of Mor- 
mons, varying from two to seven hundred persons, are noticed as land- 
ing at some of the Atlantic ports, and proceeding westward. It seems 
that Iowa City has been selected by the leaders of the church as the 
place of rendezvous for some 5,000 of their adherents, previous to their 
finally starting for Utah in July or August. They are principally re- 
cruited from England and Scotland. The company which arrived in 
New York some months ago are temporarily lodged in the railroad 
buildings in Iowa City, and an encampment of tents has been formed 
about two miles from the town. 


The Daily Muscatine Journal of June 6, 1856, contains this 
item: 


Mormon Emigration—On Monday afternoon seven car loads of Mor- 
mons arrived in this city, enroute for Deseret, Salt Lake. They pro- 
ceeded to the camp about two miles west of the city where nearly a 
thousand have been encamped for weeks.—lowa City Republican, 4th. 

In its issue of June 20, 1856, the Muscatine Journal gives a 
clipping from another of its Iowa City exchanges as follows: 

Mormons En Route.—Seven car loads of Mormons reached the city 
today and passed on up to camp—a hard looking set, sweltering in 
black clothes beneath a sultry sun, and moving on westward like so 
many mourners for the loss of common sense.—lowa City Capital Re- 
porter, 


A QUICK TRIP TO DES MOINES 


We made the trip to Des Moines, by rail to Eddyville, thence 
by stage, attended the State Convention all one day, and re- 
turned in just two days and ten hours, of course riding two 
nights in succession. This was quick and would have been pleas- 
ant but for the heat and dust. It is a magnificent country between 
here and Des Moines rendered peculiarly attractive just now by 
the most magnificent crop of every production the eye ever rested 
upon.—The Ottumwa Courier, August 7, 1861. (In the News- 
paper Division of the Historical, Memorial and Art Department 
of Iowa.) 


PROPOSALS POR CARRYING THE MAIL IN THE : 


STATE OF IOWA 


(Erem the [Otmmwa] Des Meiners Cowrer, May 24, 1850.) 


Extract dram the act af Congress ef March 3, 1845, section. We 


“Ama Iho Ht farther emacted that it shall be the duty of the 
Pestimaster General, a all fatere lettings of contracts for the 


tramspentation of the mail, te ket the same, in every case, to the a 


lewest bidder tenderiag sadicient guarantios for faithfal per 
formance, Withont reference to the mode of such transportation —_ 
that may he mocossary ty provide for the dee celerity, certainty, 


amd security of sach transportation; ner shall any wew contractor 


hereafter he required to parchase oat, or take at a valuation, the 
stock or vehicles of aay previews contractor fer the same route.” 

Bidders will be carefal te read the ferns and instractions 
appended te this advertisoment, They are requested to state, in 
their prapasals, the mode by which they intead to convey the 
mail, Where the sise and weight of the mails, or the speed. 
called for im the schedules shall requite it, the contracts will be 
made fier qnach, steambeat, or railroad conveyance, as the case 
may be; and, consoqeently, seach reates will be let te bids pro- 
posing sach mode of conveyance. Tr all other cases, the routes 
will be assigmed to bids proposing the cheapest mede of trans- 
Pertaiion, 

Railroad companies are specally retitied that their rogelar 
bids are to be understoed as inclading the supply of each office 
em the lime of their respective reads net overt a quarter of a mile 
from their depot, Separate propesals for offices more than a 
quarter of a mile of will be considered, 

Proposals for carrying the mails ef the United States from 
the Ist day of July, 1830, te the 30th of Jame, 1834, Inchasive, 


im the STATE OF TOWA, will be received at the Contract Office 


of the Past Office Department, in the city of Washington, until 
10 A. M. of the 16th day of April, I83Q, (ke be decided by the 
Lith day of May, 1830.) om the reates and im the manner an 
time herein spociiied, vis: 


——— 
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IOWA:1 
4651 From Keokuk at 4 a m tri-weekly, Monday, Wednesday, and 

Friday; 

By Van Buren, Farmington, Bonaparte, Bentonsport, Keosauqua, 
Winchester, and Birmingham; 

To Fairfield by 10 p m, 75 miles; 

And back between 4 a m and 10 p m next days. 

Proposals for six times a week service will be considered. 


4652 From Keokuk at 4 a m once a week; Tuesday ; 
By Prairie House,? Salem, and Glasgow; 
To Fairfield by 12 m next day, 60 miles; 
And back between 1 p m Wednesday and 6 p m next day. 
Proposals to commence at West Point will be considered. 


4653 From Keokuk at 4 a m daily, except Sunday; 
By Summitsville, Montrose, Fort Madison, and Green Bay; 
To Burlington by 3 p m, 45 miles; 
And back between 11 a m and 10 p m. 
Proposals to extend this route and service to Muscatine will be 
considered. 
4654 From Fort Madison at 1 p m tri-weekly, Tuesday, Thursday, and 
Saturday; 
By West Point. Tuscarora, and Primrose; 
To Farmington by 11 p m, 29 miles; 
And back between 6 a m and 4 p m, Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday. 


4655 From Montrose, Iowa, at 6 a m once a week Saturday; 
By String Prairie, Montrose, and St. Francisville, Mo.; 
To Waterloo by 12 m, 19 miles; 
And back between 2 p m and nine p m. 


4656 From Montrose at 6 a m twice a week, Wednesday and Saturday; 
By Prairie House, Franklin Centre, West Point, and Lowell; 
To Mount Pleasant by 6 p m, 36 miles; 
And back between 6 a m and 6 p m Tuesday and Friday. 
Proposals for tri-weekly service will be considered. 


7 From Burlington at 1 p m once a week, Tuesday; 
By Parrish, Lowell, East Grove, Salem, Hillsboro’, and Union; 
To Keosauqua by 6 p m next day 53 miles; 
And back between 6 a m Monday and 11 a m next day. 


We have copied this article as it appears in the Courier, using their capital- 
izsiiom, punctuation, and old-fashioned spelling apparent in some of the names 
of post offices. . 

*Preirie House, the name of the post office at the present village and rail- 
toad station of Charleston, Lee County, from 1843 to i850, when it was changed 
to Cherlestom See Anwats oF Iowa, Vol. XVII, page 587. Nearly all the names 
of these post offices which are not on present day maps are to be found in 
articles om “Abandoned Towns, Villages and Post Offices of Iowa” published 
im he issties of the Anwats of October, 1930; January, April. July, and October, 
1821, with am index im January, 1932. They are in Vols. XVII and XVIII, 
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4658 From Burlington at 4 a m daily, except Sunday; 
By Middletown, Hartford, New London, Mount Pleasant, Rome 
and Lockridge; 
To Fairfield by 8 p m, 50 miles; 
And back between 4 a m and 8 p m. 
4659 From Burlington at 4 p m daily except Sunday; 
By Navarre, Yellow Springs, Linton, Wapello and Grandview; 
To Muscatine by 11 a m next days, 53 miles; 
And back between 2 p m and 10 a m next days. 
4660 From Burlington at 6 a m once a week, Saturday; 
By Albright’s, Bluff Dale, Hawk Eye, and Palo Alto; 
To Toolsboro’ by 3 p m, 26 miles; 
And back between 9 a m and 6 p m Friday. 
4661 From Navarre at 9 a m once a week, Tuesday, 
By Virginia Grove, Hope Farm, Columbus City, Port Allen, and 
Seventy-seven, 
Fo Iowa city by 6 p m next day; 
And back between 6 a m Thursday and 4 p m next day. 
4662 From Wapello, Iowa, at 6 a m once a week, Wednesday; 
By Toolsboro’; 
To New Boston, Ill., by 12 m, 12 miles, 
And back between 4 p m and 10 p m. 
4663 From Wapello at 8 a m once a week, Tuesday, 
By Hope Farm, Crawfordsville, and Pottsville, 
To Washington by 6 p m, 30 miles; 
And back between 6 a m Wednesday and 4 p m. 
4664 From Muscatine at 12 m daily, except Sunday; 
By Fairport, West Buffalo, and Rockingham; 
To Davenport by 7 p m, 30 miles; 
And back between 5 a m and 12 m. 
4665 From West Liberty at 2 p m, once a week, Saturday; 
By Pedee, 
To Rock Creek by 6 p m, 11 miles; 
And back between 9 a m and 1 p m. 
Proposals for twice a week service are invited. 
4666 From Iowa City at 4 a m daily, except Sunday; 
By West Liberty and Overman’s Ferry; 
To Muscatine by 1 p m, 36 miles; 
And back between 12-m and 9 p m. 
4667 From Iowa City at 4 a m tri-weekly, Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday; 
By Yatton, Washington, Brighton, and Walnut; 
To Fairfield by 9 p m, 56 miles; 
And back between 4 a m and 9 p m next days. 
Proposals for six times a week service will be considered. 


4668 


4669 


4670 


4671 


4672 


4673 


4674 


4675 
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From Iowa City at 6 a m once a week, Thursday; 

By Wasson’s Mills, Houston’s Point, and Sigourney; 
To Lancaster by 11 a m next day, 50 miles; 

And back between 1 pm Friday and 6 p m next day. 


From Iowa City at 6 a m, twice a week, Monday and Thursday; 

By Capi, Marengo, Montezuma, Newton and Parkersburg; 

To Fort Des Moines by 6 p m, next days, 80 miles; 

And back between 6 a m Monday and Thursday and 6 p m next 
days. 

Proposals for three times a week service will be considered, 


From Iowa City at 4 a m tri-weekly, Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday; 

By Solon, Hoosier’s Grove, Cedar Rapids, Marion, Springville, 
Fairview, Anamosa, Monticello, Bowen’s Prairie, and Cascade; 

To Dubuque by 9 p m next days, 99 miles; 

And back between 4 a m Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, and 
9 p m next days. 

Proposals for six times a week service and to run through in 24 
hours, will be considered, 

From Iowa City at 6 a m, once a week, Tuesday; 

By Gower’s Ferry, Woodbridge, Tipton, Massillon, and Maquoketa; 

To Andrew by 8 p m next day, 67 miles; 

And back between 6 a m Thursday and 8 p m next day. 

Proposals for twice a week service will be considered. 


From Washington at 9 a m, once a week, Wednesday; 

By Juan, Crooked Creek, and Trenton, 

To Mount Pleasant by 6 p m, 25 miles, 

And back between 6 a m and 3 p m next day. 

Proposals for twice a week service will be considered. 

From Washington at 6 a m, once a week, Wednesday, 

By Dutch Creek, Pleasant Grove, Sigourney, Springfield, and Rose 
Hill; ? 

To Oskaloosa by 11 a m next day, 53 miles; 

And back between 1 p m Thursday and 6 p m next day. 

From Fairfield at 8 a m, twice a week, Tuesday and Friday; 

By Libertyville, Iowaville, and Floris; 

To Bloomfield by 6 p m, 33 miles; 

And back between 6 a m and 4 p m next days. 

Proposals for three times a week service will be considered. 

From Fairfield at 6 a m, tri-weekly, Tuesday, Thursday, and Sat- 
urday ; 

By Libertyville, Ashland, Agency City, Ottumwa, Point Pleasant, 
and Eddyville; 

To Oskaloosa by 9 p m, 48 miles, 

And back between 6 a m and 9 p m Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday. 

Proposals for six times a week service will be considered, 
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From Mount Pleasant at 4 a m, once a week, Saturday, 
By Trenton and Deedsville, 
To Brighton by 12 m, 22 miles, 
And back between 1 p m and 9 pm. 
From Keosauqua, Iowa, at 9 a m, once a week, Friday, 
To Memphis, Missouri, by 6 p m, 26 miles, 
And back between 6 a m and 3 p m next day. 
From Keosauqua at 9 a m, twice a week, Tuesday and Friday, 
By Mechanicsburg, Oak Point, Fox, and Taylor, 
To Bloomfield by 6 p m, 26 miles, 
And back between 6 a m and 4 p m next days. 
Proposals for three times a week service will be considered. 


From Keosauqua at 5 a m, twice a week, Tuesday and Saturday, 

By Rising Sun, Lick Creek, Portland, Iowaville, Ashland, and 
Agency City, 

To Ottumwa by 9 p m, 48 miles, 

And back between 5 a m and 9 p m Monday and Friday. 

Proposals to end at Agency City will be considered. 


From Bloomfield, Iowa, at 6 a m, once a week, Tuesday, 

By Fox, Oak Point, Union Corner, Chambersburg, Missouri, and 
Waterloo, 

To Alexandria by 6 p m, 70 miles, 

And back between 6 a m Thursday and 6 p m next days. 

Proposals for twice a week service will be considered. 


From Bloomfield at 9 a m, once a week, Wednesday, 

To Centreville by 6 p m, 26 miles, 

And back between 6 a m and 3 p m next day. 

Proposals to embrace Drakesville and Unionville are invited. 


2 From Bloomfield at 6 a m once a week, Monday, 


By Drakesville, Avery, Albia, Princeton, Barkersville, Knoxville, 
and Three Rivers, 

To Fort Des Moines by 6 p m next Wednesday, 106 miles, 

And back between 6 a m Thursday and 6 p m next Saturday. 

From Ottumwa at 6 a m once a week, Wednesday, 

By Village, Avery, and Unionville, 

To Centreville by 6 p m, 40 miles, 

And back between 6 a m and 6 p m next day. 

From Eddyville at 1 p m once a week, Tuesday, 

By Half-way Prairie, 

To Albia by 5 p m, 10 miles, 

And back between 8 a m and 12 m. 

From Oskaloosa at 6 a m, once a week, Saturday, 

By Auburn, 

To Elm Grove by 12 m, 17 miles, 

And back between 1 p m and 7 p m. 


— 


2 ae we 


- 


PROPOSALS FOR CARRYING MAIL IN IOWA 455 


4686 From Oskaloosa at S$ a m once a week, Saturday, 
By Scott and Durham’s Ford, 
To Knoxville by 6 p m, 25 miles, 
And back between 8 a m and 6 p m, Friday. 
Proposals to embrace Bellefontaine will be considered. 
4687 From Oskaloosa at 4 a m tri-weekly, Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday, 
By Pella, Toole’s Point, Red Rock, Bennington, Carr, and Apple 
Grove, 
To Fort Des Moines by 9 p m, 60 miles, 
And back between 4 a m and 9 p m next days. 
Proposals for six times a week service will be considered. 
4688 From Oskaloosa at 6 a m once a week, Tuesday, 
By Warrensville, 
To Newton by 6 p m, 35 miles, 
And back between 6 a m and 6 p m Monday. 
4689 From Oskaloosa at 6 a m, once a week, Tuesday, 
By Fremont, Freedom, Lancaster, Richland, and Clay, 
Te Brighton by 12 m next day, 54 miles, 
And back between 1 p m and 6 p m next day. 
Proposals for twice a week service are invited. 
4690 From Fort Des Moines at 6 a m, once a week, Monday, 
By Penoack* 
To Kane* by 11 a m next Thursday, 150 miles, 
And back between 2 p m Thursday and 6 p m next Sunday. 
Proposals for more frequent trips will be considered. 


4631 From Fort Des Moines at 6 a m, once a week, Tuesday; 
By Indianola; 
To Lancaster, Missouri, by 6 p m next Friday, 125 miles: 
And back between 6 a m Tuesday and 6 p m next Friday. 
4692 From Newton at 6 a m, once a week, Monday; 
To Washington by 6 p m next Wednesday, 90 miles; 
And back between 6 a m Thursday and 6 p m next Saturday. 
48983 From Marion at 8 a m, once a week, Thursday; 
By Palo and Alto; 
To Vinton by 6 p m, 30 miles; 
And back between 6 a m and 4 p m Friday. 
4634 From Marion at 7 a m once a week, Friday; 
By Lafayette and Centre Point; 
To Quasqueton, by 6 p m, 32 miles; 
And back between 6 a m and 5 p m next day. 


2Penoach was the name first given to the county seat of Dallas County, 
which was changed to Adel in about 1850. See ANNALS OF lows, “Abandoned 
Towns, "Villages and Post Offices of Iowa,” Vol. XVII, page 465 

4Kane. mame of the post office ‘at Kanesville, which was chansed te 
Council tugs im 1852. See AnNats or Iowa, XVIII, page 64. 
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#825 From Cedar Rapids at € a m. ence a week, Mondiar; 
By Vinten; ~ 
Te the falls of Cedar River by € p m mest Gay, 78 miles; 
And hack between 6 a me Wednesday and 6 p m mest day. 
#835 From Quasgecton at § a m, eace a week, Friday; ~ 
By Independenee: 
Te Stergs Rapids in Beck Hawk county, by € p m, 25 miles; _ 
And back between 6 a m and 4 p m nest diay. 
#87 From Tom Cowins Tews, at € a m, once 2 week, Wednesday: 
Te Prairk de Chien, Wisconsin, by Il a m, 2 miles: 
And back between T a m and § p m next day. 
4625 From Garnaville at € a m, ence a week, Saturday; 
Te HRikader by I2 m,. IS miles; 
And back between I p m and T p m 
4829 From Garaaville, Iowa, at 5 a m, emcee a week, Tharsday; 
By Mendon and Manenah; 
Te Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin, by 12 m, 20 miles; 
And back between 1 p m and T p m 
Separate proposals for route from Garnavillo to Prairie du Chien, 
and from Garnaville by Mendon te Manonsh will be considered. 
47.0 From Dubuque at 2 p m, twice 2 week, Monday and Friday; 
By Tete des Motte, Belleview, Wickliffe, Sabula, Elk River, Lyons, 
Camanche, Princeton, Le Claire, and Pleasant Valley; S 
To Davenport by § p m next Wednesday and Sunday, 89 miles: 
And back between 2 p m Monday and Friday, and 8 p m next 
Wednesday and Sunday. 
4701 From Duboaque at Il a m daily, except Sanday ; ; 
By La Motte, Andrew, Maquoketa, Dewitt, and Walnut Grove; 
To Davenport by 4 a m next day, T4 miles; 
And back between 4 2 m and 10 p m. 
Proposals to extend this route and service through to Muscatine 
will be considered. 
4702 From Dubuque at 6 a m, once 2 week, Thursday; 
By Garry Owens, Canton, Tipton, Rock Creek, and Mascow; 
To Muscatine by 6 p m next Saturday, 100 miles; 
And back between 6 a m Monday and 6 Pm next Wednesday. 
Proposals for twice a week service will be considered. 
4708 From Dubuque at 4 a m, once a week, Saturday; 
By Centretown, Whitewater, and Rockville; 
To Delhi by 8 p m, 40 miles: 
And back between 4 a m and 8 P m Friday. 
Proposals for twice a week service will be considered, 


=Evidently Tom Corwin, the name of the post office at Johnsonport which 
Coanty Samet at an important landing on the Mississippi River in Allamakee 


SEvidently Tete des Morts, now called St. Donatus, Jackson County. 
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4704 From Dubuque at 4 a m, once a week, Wednesday ; 
By New Vine and Tivoli; 
To Colesburg by 8 p m, 40 miles; 
And back between 4 a m and 8 p m, Tuesday, 
Proposals to extend through to Fort Atkinson, increasing distance 
45 miles, will be considered. 
4705 From Dubuque at 5 a m, once a week, Wednesday; 
By Pin Oak, Millville, Guttenburg, and McGregor’s Landing; 
To Garnavillo by 7 p m, 46 miles; 
And back between 5 a m and 7 p m next day, 
Proposals for twice a week service will be considered, 
4706 From Delhi at 5 a m once a week, Monday; 
By Coffin’s Grove and Quasqueton; 
To Independence by 7 p m, 40 miles, 
And back between 5 a m and 7 p m next day, 
Proposals to end at Quasqueton will be considered. 
4707 From Fairview at 8 a m once a week, Friday; 
By St. Mary’s, St. Julian, and Ivanhoe; 
To Solon by 4 p m, 24 miles; 
And back between 6 a m and 2 p m next day. 

4708 From Tipton at 4 am once a week, Wednesday ; 

By Spring Rock, Buena Vista, Dewit, and Lyons; 
To Fulton, Ill., by 12 m next day, 58 miles; 
And back between 2 p m Thursday and 8 p m next day. 

4709 From Tipton at 8 a m once a week, Friday; 

By Ivanhoe, Pioneer Grove, and St. Julian; 

To Marion by 6 p m, 28 miles; 

And back between 6 a m and 6 p m next day, 
4710 From Andrew at 8 a m once a week, Wednesday ; 

By Spring Brook and Bellevieu; 

To Galena, Ill., by 6 p m, 29 miles; 

And back between 8 a m and 6 p m, Tuesday, 

SPECIAL OFFICES. 

Proposals are invited for supplying the following offices in Iowa for 
the net proceeds of said offices respectively, limited to a sum to be 
named in the proposals in each case: 

Augusta from Sand Ridge, 6 miles and back once a week, 

Belle Fountain from Polk, 5 miles and back once a week, 

Belle Point from Fort Des Moines, 30 miles and back once a week. 
Bennington from Red Rock, 12 miles and back once a week. 

Blue Grass from Davenport, 9 miles and back once a week, 
Business Corner from Portland, 2 miles and back once a week, 
Carleton from Fort Des Moines, 10 miles and back once a week, 
From Chillicotha to Fountain Springs, — miles and back once a week. 
Dahlonega from Sac and Fox Agency, 6 miles and back once a week, 
Denmark from Augusta, 6 miles and back once a week. 
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Baws Grove from Delhi, 10 miles and back once a week, 

BlKader from Garnarilla, 9 miles and back ence a week. 

Blkpert from Moreland, 12 miles and back ence a week, 

Rwington from Postville, 5 miles and back once a week, 

Pliers from Bloomfield, 6 miles and back once a week, - 

Hawk Rye from Yellow Springs, T miles and back, once a week, 

Independence from Fort Des Moines, 30 miles and back once a week. 
~ Indiamolo from Fort Des Moines, 23 miles and back once a week. 

Kirkville from Fountain Springs, 5 miles and back ence a week, 

Levelia from Abia, 9 miles and back ence a week, 

Maryville from Centre Point, T miles and back once a week, 

Mentacate from Apple Grove, 14 miles and back once a week, 

New Holland from Lagro, 6 miles and back ence a week, 

Nime Bagies from Princeton, 20 miles and back ence a week, 

Param City from Red Rock, 6 miles and back once a week, 

Portland from Business Cormers, 2 miles and back enece-a week. 

Pert Lowisa from Toolesboro’, 11 miles and back once a week. 

Salt Lake, California, from Kane, 1,080 miles and back six times a 
year. 

Seuth Fork from Centreville, 14 miles and back ence a week. 

Sprageeville from Spring Brook, T miles and back ence a week, 

Umiem Mills from Oskaloosa, 12 miles and back once a week. 

Walmat Pork from Fairview, 14 miles and back once a week. 7 

Wellss Mills from Bloomfield, 20 miles and back once a week, 

Yankee Settlement from Colony, 17 miles and back ence a week, 


IOWA SALT 


It is mot perhaps generally known that there are numerous 
indications of the existence of salt in this territery, and par- 
ticularly im the region of country bordering on the Des Moines 
River, yet such is the fact. We are glad to learn that these 
indications are about being tested. A friend has Just informed 
us that a company of gentlemen acquainted with the manufac- 
ture of salt have commenced boring at the flourishing town of 
Bonaparte, Van Buren County, and that they are confident of 
succeeding in their enterprise. We hope they may— Territorial 
Gazette (Burlington), quoted in the Bloomington (Muscatine) 
Herald, May 10, 1844, p. 2, ¢. 6 (In the Newspaper Division 
of the Historical, Memorial and Art Division of Iowa.) 


WILLIAM SAVAGE 


Iowa Pioneer, Diarist, and Painter of Birds 


(This is the Diary of a naturalist and farmer who settled in the north- 
eastern part of Van Buren County, Iowa, in 1855. Earlier installments ap- 
peared in the AnNnats of October, 1933; January, 1934; October, 1934; and 
October, 1935.) 


[Continued from the October, 1935, number] 


27th. Went to Job Davis’s. Hen Hopper and I appraised a stray 
steer, $15.00, and help them start for Birmingham with said steer. 
Home and grub. 

28th. 'T. Wells’s and to Carter bottom. P. M., home and grub. 

29th. Grub. 

30th. Sunday. To Job’s. He and I to Carter bottom. Bill Davis 
came and said somebody wanted to see us both. Came home, David 
Siveter here. Then he and I went to Carter bottom, to Watson’s sugar 
camp and cut sugar. David went home. 

31st. Help Job Davis mark his calves, and then grub. 

Apr. 1, 1862, Hunt kill 2 ducks rainy, and drew off 1 of said ducks. 

2nd. Rain very hard, portrayed said wood duck. R. Wells here. 
Heifer Pink, very sick. Went to Job Davis’ and to A. Simons’, then 
went to H. S. Sneath’s and he came home with me and doctored said 
heifer, then went to Carter bottom hunting cows, they having stayed 
out all night. Found them, shot 1 duck, discovered Jude a yearling 
heifer sick and worked some on pasture fence west of home. 

4th. Went to Creek and got some butternut bark stewed up and 
gave said heifer the decoction. Work on said fence. Jude died, skin 
her and went fishing, caught a good mess in dip net first time this 
spring. 

5th. Went to Sneath’s and got milk for a calf. Fix collar and put 
bell on Nip colt and led her far side of the field, work a little on fence 
and L. Wells and I went fishing, caught some, and to Carter bottom 
hunting cows. 

6th. Sunday. To meeting at Rock House then to Roberts’ Mill. Saw 
Harvey Shiler, U. B., baptize Isaac Conley, George Stanley, Jacob 
Combres, William Hilldoo, Sen., Jane Stanley and Penina Stanley. 
Home. Jim Sneath here. I hunted cows. 

7th. Rain, I cut out and sewed on my tick pants. 

8th. Sew some and J, Wells and I went fishing. Fence some. Hunt 
cows every eve. 

9th. Laid up said fence and grub. 

10th. Grub. T. Savage came here and we hunted. Pink calf died, I 
skinned it. Sick sheep died, pick wool off it. Also Pink cow died. 
11th. Skinned her, and T. & I hunt cows, &c. 

12th. Rainy. Fishing, catch a mess. P. M. made a —————,, hunt 
cows. 
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13th. Sunday. Painted aspen branch. Made black cap sparrow. Hunt 
some. 

L4th. Rain, Grub and fish. 

15th. Thomas Savage went home, L. Wells and I fished. Made new 
headblock for dip net. Hunted cows. Rain. 

16th. Rain. Fishing. Chopped off poles in clearing. 

17th. Rain. Filed my saw, and began a small churn dasher at R.’s 
mill. Went to creek with boys and then hunted cows. 

18th. Went to Daniel Barger’s to see about school meeting, and tc 
Wm. Masterson’s. Got a shoulder of pork, 121% lbs. Hunted cows. 

19th. Split 38 rails and chop some wood. Hunt cows. 

20th. Sunday. Wm. Barger here. H. Sneath and wife here. Wm, 
and I took a ramble. I hunt cows. 

21st. Fix up lye gum, and to Job Davis’. Took borrowed salt home, 
and carry my plow home. Then grub and shell corn and take it to mill. 
Catch a mess of fish, and hunt cows. 

22nd. Grub, went to mill, and hunt cows. 

23rd. Set out 4 small butternut trees, grub some and hunt cows, 

24th. Grub and hunt cows. 

25th. Went to Salem, traded some, went to Dr. Siveter’s and sewed 
and stayed all night. 

26th. Sewed till noon, then went to Uncle William’s, and then home. 

27th. Sunday. R Wells here. We went to Carter bottom and I shot 
a white swan; weight 11% lbs., length, 50 in., alar extension, 81 in. 
Hunt cows north side of creek. 

28th. Anna went to Sneath’s. Got some onions. I dug garden and 
hoop a bucket. 

29th. Went to Simons’ and borrowed shears. Sheared 1 sheep, and 
grub. 

30th. Spade garden, grub, and fish, catch mess. 

May 1, 1862. Help James Wright fix his house, then grub and hunt 
cows. 

2nd. Grub and hunt cows. 

3rd, Grub and burn brush. Shot 2 big fish with bow, and caught 
some. 

4th. Sunday. Set 2 bar posts, and went to creek and shot 2 fish 
with bow. Samuel Siveter here. Gave him one of them. Hunt cows. 

bth. Went to mill. Got some corn ground, then to Simon’s after 
shears. Shear 6 sheep, and grub. 

6th. Grubbed, and went to creek at noon. Hunt cows. Could not 
find old cow. 

7th. Hunt old cow. Found her mired down in a branch near my 
north east corner, Went to I. Conley’s. He and James Wright and I 
pulled her out. I washed and worked with her all day. 

8th. Chopped and carry poles and made a pen around her and at- 
tend to her three times a.day. Grub and hunt cows. 

9th. Attend to cow and grub, and hunt cows. 
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10th. Chop off poles and attend cow. 

iith. Sunday. Attend cow and got to creek fishing. R. Wells and 
Wm. Barger there. I found arrow head, 

12th. Attended cow, and to Weaver's and got pieplant. Shelled corn 
and took it to mill. Anna and I went down to the cow and drove her 
slowly home and put her in field. Rose had a heifer calf, Line Back. 
Went back and got my spade and grub hoe, and found a skillet in creek. 

18th. Grub and pile brush. P. M., cleaned out cellar. Went to creek 
and got butternut bark. Hunted cows. 

14th. Old Julia had a bull calf, Turk. I grub. 

15th. Grub old brush fence and burn the brush. 

Iéth, Planted corn for I. Conley. 

i7th. A. M., plant corn for Isaac [Conley]. P. M., rain. Fished. 
Shot 2 large ones with bow. 

I8th. Sunday. Walter and I started for Uncle William’s. Creek too 
high. Fished and came home. 

19th. Wad I. Conley and oxen and we laid off my ground, then I 
plowed alone. 

20th. Plowed with oxen, also the 21st. 

22nd. Shelled corn and took it to mill with Conley’s mare, Tib, then 
marked off one way with her. 

23rd. I commenced planting my corn. 

24th. Planted corn, and L. and R. Wells and Job Davis and I went 
fishing. Caught 9. 

25th. Sunday. To meeting. H. Shiles preached. To mill and saw 2 
Coltrane girls and Bate Hufvine and Amelia Knowles, baptized. P. M., 
Esq. and wife here. I commenced writing an article for teacher. 

26th. Planting corn and cane. 

27th. Finish said cane, and help Conley hunt his Jim ox, then grub 
and fix brush fence north. 

28th. Had Conley’s oxen and plowed my new ground and harrowed 
it twice. Broke my plow lay. 

29th. Grub and mark out my new piece and plant some. 

30th. Finish planting my corn. Went seining. Caught some, Pick 
wool, and went to Wells’s. 

31st. Shell corn and went to mill. Dip a good mess of fish. Rain. 
Went to A. Martins and got 182 sweet potato plants, 25 cts., and set 
most of them out. 

June 1, 1862. Sunday. Finished setting out plants, and Walter and I 
went to Uncle William’s. I stayed all night, and he is to stay all week. 

2nd, Came home in evening. 

3rd. Went to Bonaparte with O. M. Wells. Took our wool back at 
night. 

4th. Dig cut worms out of sweet potatoes, and stick peas, and grub 
and chop sprouts of stumps. Went to school P. M., then split rails and 
chop wood. 

5th. Made bars and fix fence in cow yard. Went to I. Conley’s and 
got some cabbage plants, dug ground and help set them out. 
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6th. A. M., work on road. P. M., attend special meeting of School 
Board. They authorized Thomas Elbert of subdistrict No. 6 to hire a 
teacher for District No. 3 contrary to desire of subdirector of No. 3. 

7th. Work on road from McCreadie’s nearly to Rock Creek. 

8th. Sunday. Went to Uncle William’s and Walter and I came home 
in afternoon. 

9th. Went to Hillsboro, sold 814% lbs. butter, 5 cts., to I. B. A., then 
‘clear away brush fence and make pole fence at southeast by branch. 

10th. Fix my boots and made some pole fence northeast corner of 
pasture. 

ith. Grub buckwheat patch. 

12th. Uncover corn for I. Conley after the roller. 

13th. To Wells’s and shell corn and take it to mill. 

14th. Went to Mount Pleasant with O. M. Wells. Took my gun to 
be repaired. 

15th. Sunday. Service berry day, the largest and most plentiful I 
ever saw. P. M., to meeting at Rock House, feet washing, &c. 

6th. To Watson’s mill. Bought 28 feet elm lumber and made 2 
bee hives. Rain, heavy and thunder and hail. 

7th. Split 19 rails by branch, and hoed some corn. 

18th. Hoed some corn, grub and pick nearly a tin pail full of 
service berries. 

19th. Grub and fix brush fence around pasture. Shot a weasel by 
said fence, then hoed some in new piece. 

20th. WHoeing corn. 

21st. Went to I. Conley’s shop. He made me a screw driver and a 
knife. Then home. George Morris came here. He paid me $3.00. He 
and I went service berrying, then I fixed the table hinges. 

22nd. Sunday. R. Wells and I went to creek. Met Hen Hopper, T..- 
Clark, and others. Ruf went to get seine and we caught some fish. 

23rd. Bees swarmed, I went to mill and to Wm. Masterson’s. 
Bought 8 bushels corn, 15 cts. per bushel. Pick strawberries and hoed 
corn. 

24th. James Wright started for Jabez Ruby’s. He not at home, then 
we stopped at Masterson’s and got my 8 bushels corn, then shelled some 
and took it to mill. Got it ground, and hoed corn. 

25th. Rain. Went to Wells’s and from there to Sneath’s. 

26th. Braid and sew some on my straw hat. Went to mill, caught 
a mess of fish. Saw the forebay was washed from the mill. 

27th. Bees swarmed. Went to Salem with James Wright. Took my 
cow hides and Sneath’s hides. Got 8 cts. per lb., for mine and 9 for 
his. Then home in the rain. 

28th. Grub buchwheat patch. 

29th. Sunday. Anna and boys went to Job’s. L. and R. Wells and 
I. S. and I went to creek to get service berries and swim. 

30th. Hoe corn, and cut out pair pants for Ben Weaver. 

July 1, 1862. Had Thaddeus Stevens’ blind horse Selim to plow corn 
to pay for Ben’s pants, 
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2nd. Had same horse to plow corn. 

3rd. Made pair pants for Wm. Masterson, $1.00. 

4th. Leon Wells and I hunt and swim. I shot 1 crow, 2 ducks and 1 
common partridge. Leon shot 1 rabbit and 1 duck. Anna and boys 
went to Wells’s. 

5th. Plow corn. 

6th. Sunday. Very hot. Third swarm of bees came out. I made 
hive and hived them. Then Lee and R. Wells &c went to mill and to 
swim. 

7th, Plow corn. In evening it rained, thunder very hard. 

8th. Finish my straw hat, and cut a pair pants for L. and R. Wells. 
Cut out Dr. Siveter’s vest, partly. Rain. 

9th. Went to Wells’s. Help Mrs. sew on said pants. Rain all day. 

i0th. Commenced a hat for John and went to creek, then went in 
search of a cradle. Borrowed O. M. Wells’s and cut my wheat. Bound 
and set it up. Eleven dozen and 3 sheaves. 

1th. Went on prairie and harvest for Alexander Morris, fall wheat. 

12th. One half day for same. Afternoon went to Esq. Hildebrand’s 
as a witness. Jacob Easter sued Hen Morris & Co. for trespass on 
schoolhouse No. 3 in the name of the District Township. Easter un- 
suited. 

13th. Sunday. Took Thad Clark’s horse home, and swim. P. M., we 
went to James Wrights. 

ifth. Had James Wright’s oxen and wagon and hauled 1 load wood. 
Moved weeds in stubble and went to Wm. Masterson’s and got 221% 
lbs. flour. Staked some of east fence. 

15th. O. M. Wells and I started for Elias Barger’s to get 3 spin 
wheels. Went through Glasgow, from thence to Parsonsville [near pres- 
ent railroad station of Beckwith, 6 miles east of Fairfield], and from 
thence to Salina [some 3 miles northeast of Parsonsville], and then 21, 
miles northwest to the rich woods to E. Barger’s. Wheels not finished 
and we concluded to wait for them. Went to F. James’s and stayed all 
night. 

16th. Back to Barger’s, wheel not quite done, stayed till 3 o'clock, 
then started home with said wheels, $3.00 each. Drove back as far as 
Thad Clark’s and it being very dark and rainy we stayed all night. 

I7th. Came home. Rainy. We all went to Sneath’s on a visit. 
Thomas Siveter here. 

18th. Syphers came here and complained of school teacher, VY, Shel- 
ton. Then we went to Mathew Harlan and got advice concerning said 
teacher, then went and consulted the majority of the district’s inhabi- 
tants and they said dismiss her. Then went home and wrote out two 
notices for her to discontinue teaching, gave one to her and kept one 
myself. Tom and I went to creek. 

19th. Commenced sewing Walter’s hat. 

20th.. Sunday. Went part way home with Thomas, then home. and 
to swim, and to Wells’s. 
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2tst. Went to Salem to harvest for Dr. Siveter. David came with 
buggy. Commenced cutting wheat with machine, 

22nd. Cutting and binding on said wheat. 

23rd. Samuel, David and I went and hauled hay for Wm. Crew. 

2gth. Finished said wheat, 

sth. Cradling and binding oats. 

26th, Cradling oats for Dr, and came home. 

27th. Sunday. To creek and swim and te Wells’s. Widow Knowles 
died. 

28th. Back to Salem and helped make a peice of fence, and then 
bound oats. 

29th, Bound oats and mowed grass, 

80th. Worked in orchard and fixed garden fence. 

3ist. Fixed fence and mowed grass to put on stacks. 

August 1, 1862. Work in orchard. 

2nd. Work in orchard and haul brush out of it and put it in a ditch 
by the roadside, Went to Uncle William’s and stay all night. 

3rd. Sunday. Stay till afternoon, then come home. Thomas W. Sav- 
age starts for the army tomorrow. 

gth. Yo Wells's, then home and shell corn. 

Sth. QO. M. Wells and T went to Salem mill and got our corn ground, 
Came home by Uncle William’s and got my gun. Cost $2.75 repairing. 

6th. Mowed weeds in fence corners and sew on Sam’s hat, and com- 
menced making yokes for calves, 

7th, Put said yoke on and mark said calves. Sew on Dr. Siveter’s 
vest. Tom Siveter here. We went to creek and swam and then went 
te Salem. 

Sth. Hauled oats and cocked hungarian hay. My steer calf died. 
Rain. 

9th, Came home. Shot 1 common partridge. Set some apple buds, 
and went to Wells’s. R. and I had a swim. 

f0th Sunday. Wm. Barger and Samuel Davis came here. We went 
te John Watson's and dug yellow root, and swam. 

ifth. Went up on prairie to see I, Easter, and te Hopper’s and got 
my rolls. 

rth. ‘To Salem. We hauled oats and some hungarian. 

iSth. Hauled said hungarian, but 2 loads. 

igth, Hauled it and I cradled hungarian for seed, and fix fence, 
and haul 1 load of hay. 

féth. Came home, Found Indian ax. ‘Then to R. Wells and I swim 
and hunt cows. 

7th. Sunday. Hunt some and swim, 

isth, Went to James Wright's after his oxen. Could not catch one, 
then J. Wright here and made some salve to put on my sore ankle. 

r9th, Had said oxen and hauled 2 loads wood, and sewed on Dr.’s 
vest. 

20th. Sew on said vest. Sold yearling heifer to John Watson, $5.00 
in lumber, 
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21st. Kill said beef, and finish said vest. Mend my wammus. Hunt 
cows. 

22nd. 'To McCreadie’s field hunting. 

23rd, Went to J. R. Davidson’s. Special board meeting. They voted 
me out of office for want of citizenship. Hunt some. Kill 1 fox squirrel. 

24th. Sunday. At home. Afternoon watched McCreadie’s field. At 
4 o'clock shot an old gob turkey mortally wounding him. Set Giberson’s 
dogs after him. Think they caught and devoured him. 

25th. Went to Wells’s. Took a notice to him, then prepare for thresh- 
ing. Made a flail and fork handle, and thresh some wheat. 

26th. Thresh some. Rainy. 

27th. Anna sick. Got oak bark. Shot 1 grey squirrel. Thresh some. 

28th. Thresh some. 

29th. Work on road some from Rock Creek north. 

30th. Work road, 33 cts. for J. Wright. P. M., at Daniel Barger’s 
Wm. and I shot at a mark. 

31st. Sunday. To Wells’s and hunt cows. Shoot 1 turkey at roost. 

September J, 1862. Hunt. Kiil 1 turkey. Clean gun and went to 
Conley’s to see if I could have the oxen. 

2nd. Wrote in book, and P. M., threshed some. 

3rd. Finished threshing and winnow some in the wind. 

4th. Hunted oxen, and then took my wheat to Wells’s and Lee 
helped me fan it. Fix to go to mill. 

5th. Rain. Did not go. Took oxen home, and [with] R. Wells hunt. 
Shot 1 gray squirrel. Hunt cows. 

6th. Rain. Hunt cattle. L. Wells here. He and I hunted. Shot 1 
fox squirrel. 

7th. Sunday. Put poker on old cow to make her drive better. L. 
and R. Wells, Jo Runyon and I dug in an Indian grave. Found nothing 
but bones. I shot 1 turkey and 1 fox squirrel. 

8th. Wad the oxen. Anna and the boys and I went to Salem mill 
and to Dr. Siveter’s and back at night. 

9th. Went to I. Conley’s, stayed most of the day. Sewed on Dr. 
Siveter’s pants. 

10th. Sewing on said pants, and pick nuts. 

11th. Finished said pants, 3 pairs. Look around Wright's field and 
hunt cows. At night Job Davis came after Anne, his wife being sick, 
had a son about daylight. 

12th. Anna came home at 11 o'clock, then I went and told Giberson 
about the cattle getting in his field, then hunt north of Coburn’s and 
Frame’s. Shot 2 gray squirrels and 1 fox squirrel, and to Conley’s. 

13th. Wad oxen and Anna and the boys and I went to Uncle Wil- 
liam’s and stayed all night. 

14th. Sunday. Stayed till afternoon, then came home. 

15th. Hunt cows. Tie up corn to dry. Dr. Siveter came and brought 
a coat for me to fix. Fixed it while he stayed. Rain. Hunt cows. 

16th. Help J. Wright hunt his cows. No find. Shot 1 gray and 1 
fox squirrel. Rain, Tie up more corn to grind, : 
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17th. Rainy. Mend pair pants for Mack Davis. Hunt cows. 

18th. Hunt cows, and then went to Daniel Barger’s and help them 
thresh. 

19th. Threshing for Daniel Barger. Take rye for pay. 

20th. Commenced cutting up my corn. Set 3 shocks. Hunt cattle. 

21st. Sunday. Samuel Davis here. We hunted. I killed 3 squirrels 
and he 3. We smoked out a ground hog. 

22nd. Walter and I cut corn. set 5 shocks 

28rd. Cut corn, set 4 shocks. 

24th. A. M., help O. M. Wells thresh. Take pay in work. PM,, 
cut corn, set 2 shocks. 

25th. First frost I saw. Cut corn, set 5 shocks, and pick seed corn. 

26th. Cut corn. Lee Wells helps me half a day. Set 5 shocks, cut 
more. 

27th. Cut corn, set 3 shocks. John A. [Savage] sick. 

28th. Sunday. Hunt some. Kill 1 fox squirrel and 2 grays, 1 hawk 
and I turkey. Huat cows. 

29th. Wunt cows. Cut corn, set 4 shocks, 

30th. Mend on Mack’s coat. Cut some corn, set 1 shock, and to 
Wells’s to borrow corn meal, 2314 Ibs. 

October 1, 1862. Rainy. To Conley’s. R. Wells here. He and I 
hunted. I cut some corn down. 

2nd. To Conley’s. Had his oxen and hauled 2 loads of wood. Cut 
corn and set 4 shocks. 

3rd. Hoop washtub, and cut corn. Set 5 shocks, Rain at night. 

4th. Cut corn, set 4 shocks. 

Sth. Sunday. Pick and pile butternuts. Shot 1 duck and 1 fox 
squirrel. 

6th. Cut corn for Isaac Conley. 

7th. A. M., cut corn for Conley. P. M., wind blew too hard, went 
to timber with him, then cut corn at home. 

8th. Rainy. Mend Mack’s coat and hunt. 

5th. Cut corn at home. Set 6 long shocks and 1 round one. 

10th. Cut corn, Set 4 long and 4 round shocks. 

11th. Cut corn and set 12 round shocks, and went to I. Conley’s at 
night. 

12th. Sunday. Had Conley’s oxen and went to Carter bottom and 
got great heap of butternuts. 

18th. Chopped wood for I. Conley and set 1 round shock corn. 

L4th. Shot 1 prairie chicken. Cut corn and set 8 round shocks and 
1 (round) long. Cut it all down. 

15th, Shot 1 duck. Finished my corn. Set 2 round and 1 long shocks 
and left 1 down for old cow, making in all 82 shocks. Shell corn. Hunt 
cows. Kill 1 turkey, 91% lbs. Took corn to Conley’s. 

16th. Shot 2 prairie chickens, and strip on my cane. Sat up with 
Wells’s boys boiling sorgho at night. 

17th. Strip cane and cut Mack Davis pants out. Hunt cows. Shot 
1 fox squirrel, 1 duck, and 1 turkey, 814 lbs. 
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18th. Went to I. Conley’s and got my corn meal, and to J. Wrights. 
Then strip cane. Hunt cows. 

19th. Sunday, L and R. Wells and Wm. Barger and I went on 
Cedar Creek. I got 31 small cedar trees, and they more. 

20th. Set out said trees and went to I. Conley’s. Then strip and cut 
up some of my cane. Then went to woods with him and got a load of 
wood, then hauled a load of my cane to his house. 

2Ist. Haul 4 loads cane and 1 load wood, and strip some cane. 

22nd. Finish stripping and cutting my cane, and chopped 2 loads 
of wood. 

23rd. Haul 2 loads wood and 3 of cane. 

24th. Haul 1 load of cane, finish, and I load wood home. Went to 
Conley’s woods with him and got 1 load of wood. 

25th. Hunt cows. Put corn [cane?] blades in corn shocks, and went 
to Conley’s and got a bucketful of molasses. Saw turkeys in Brothers’ 
field. Went back and shot 1, 9 lbs., and shot and lost 2 more. (Found 
one of them afterwards.) Also shot 1 prairie chicken. 

26th. Sunday. Pick hickory nuts. Thomas Siveter here. Went part 
way home with him, and hunt cows. 

27th. Went part way to Conley’s and met J. Wright. Came back 
with him, then husk corn and shell some. Then went with Wright to 
Conley’s. Took his oxen and went to Barger’s and got 4 bushels rye 
——. Boil at night. 

28th. Had J. Wright’s oxen and wagon and went to Salem mill. 

29th. Dig potatoes, rot very bad. 

30th. Dig potatoes. Finish at noon, then put them and carrots and 
cabbage in cellar. 

31st. J. Wright and I got our molasses. I had 25% gals. Then I 
haul 1 load, and hoop moll barrel. 

November 1, 1862. Hoop wash tub and bucket, and went to Carter 
bottom. Commence cutting out a coat for Alex Martin. L. Wells and 
I hunted for turkey roost. 

2nd. Sunday. First snow. Hunted cows, and prospect for sign. 'T. 
Siveter here. Hunt with him. Shot 4 squirrels. 

3rd. Sew on Mack Davis’ coat. 

4th. Sew on said coat, and mend Dr. Siveter’s pants. Went to H. 
Brothers’ and to Stanley's. 

5th. To Brothers’ and to Boley’s to see about buying for T. S., 
and then went to Salem. Sold 5%, lb. butter, 10 cts. Went to Samuel 
and Dr. Siveter’s and stay all night. 

6th. Sewing for Dr. Siveter. 

%th. Sew some, and came home and brought a coat to make for Sam. 
Sew some on Mack’s coat. 

8th. Sew on said coat, and had Wright’s oxen and haul 1 load wood. 

9th. Sunday. Finish said coat. David Siveter here. P. M., I hunted, 
Shot 1 mink in Rock Creek. 

10th. Sew on coat for Samuel Siveter, 

Lith. The same. 
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12th. Vhe Same. Thomas Siveter here. Went to J. Wright’s with 
him about buying his south 40. 

13th. Samuel Siveter here. I finished his coat and he took it home, 
then I chopped some wood. 

14th. Had Wright’s oxen and hauled 2 loads of wood, then husked 
corn. David Siveter here. He and I hunted and kill 1 duck each. 

15th. We hunted. David killed 5 ducks and 2 quails. I shot 4 ducks. 

16th. Sunday. David and I went to Sneath’s. Rainy. David shot 1 
quail. 

17th. Got my buck sheep home. Went part way home with David. 
Stopped at Wells’s and borrowed trowel, then daub on house. 

18th. Daub house. Rainy. 

19th. Cut ax handle stick. Went to Conley’s and borrowed his kettle, 
went to Boley’s field, then home. Fix to kill a hog. 

20th. J. Wright helped me kill a big hog. I not well. P. M., cut 
up said hog. 

21st....To Conley’s. Finish said handle and put it in and chop some 
wood back of schoolhouse. 

22nd. Had Conley’s oxen and hauled 1 load wood. Afternoon, hunt. 

23rd. Sunday. Went to Uncle William’s. Stay all night. 

24th. Came home. Went to J. Wright’s. 

25th. Chop and split some logs for a stable and went to J. Watson’s. 

26th. To I. Conley’s. Help raise F. M. Thornton’s house (U. B. 
preacher), then had oxen and haul 1 load wood. Split 2 stable logs, 
and kill a possum. Brought wedges home. 

27th. Help John Watson saw in the mill, 50 cts. per day. 

28th. Had Conley’s oxen and haul said logs up in the yard. 

29th. Commenced said stable. 

30th. Sunday. Hunted south. 

December 1, 1862. Hunted cows. Work on said stable. Sick sheep 
died. I pick wool off it. Had Conley’s oxen and haul 1 load wood. 

2nd. Help John Watson saw. 

3rd. The same, and half the night. 

4th. The same. Received $1.25. 

5th. Hunted cows. Carry rails and fix brush fence west side of 
field. Then to Thomas Siveter’s timber and chopped some wood. To 
J. Wright’s and hunt one of his oxen. Had them and hauled 1 load of 
wood and 1 of rails. 

6th. Put boards up in the loft. Hunt cows. 

7th. Sunday. Fix Anna’s shoes. R. Wells here and we went to mill 
pond skating. Then R. and I hunted north side creek. 

8th. Went to Conley’s. Gave him $4.25 to buy some lath for me. 
Went to H. Sneath’s and took some lard. Home and wrote a letter for 
them to Jim. Coming home I shot a turkey at roost, weighed 20 Ibs. 

Ith. Went to Wm. H. Taylor’s and gave him 3 squirrel skins for 
fine shot. Hunted some and came home by Hopper’s. Mrs. H. not at 
home, so we did not settle accounts. 
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10th. Went to James Wright's, had his oxen and wagon and hauled 
2 loads wood. Made a broom. Went to creek to look for sign. 

1ith. Carry fodder, and went to Salem. Sold 12 lbs. butter, 121% 
cts., then to Samuel’s and Dr. Siveter’s. David and I hunted on big 
valley. No kill. Traded some and stayed all night at Dr.’s. 

12th. Rainy. Came home. 

13th. Husk corn, carry fodder and put it on cow shed. To creek 
and set 4 steel traps for mink. Trap 5 quails. 

14th. Sunday. Hunt cows. Went to John Watson’s with Dr.’s ac- 
count, then trap. Shot at a mink on the other side of creek. Went 
around and dug it out of bank, but it went in another hole. Then home. 
Rainy. T. Siveter here. 

15th. Went and dug where said mink went in. Did not find it, then 
blazed trees on Tom's land east. Made pen for little pigs and put 4 in. 

16th. Went to J. Watson’s and chopped some wood he gave me. 

i7th. The same. Set traps. 

18th. A. M., chop some wood. P. M., to James Wright's after oxen; 
did not get them. Brought sow pig home and put in pen. I traded one 
boar pig to him for it. Went to protracted meeting. 

19th. Caught muskrat. Had said oxen and hauled 2 loads wood 
from J. Watson’s. Took oxen home, then clean stove. 

20th. Chop wood. Fix to go to Uncle William’s. 

21st. Sunday. Went to Uncle William’s and back at night. 

22nd. Saw in mill for John Watson. 

23rd. The same for %4 of day. Rainy. Bring traps home. Pro- 
tracted meeting, U. B., in Rock house. 

24th. Help O. M. Wells put up his log crib. 

25th. Christmas. Rainy. At home all day sick. Dullest Christmas 
I ever saw. 

26th. Cut coat for Jabez Ruby, 30 cts., chd. Bennett’s cattle got in 
my field. Dogged them out and fixed the fence. Then to Sneath’s and 
borrow pair lasts, No, X. 

27th. Took said lasts to I. Conley. Then came home and shelled corn, 

28th. Sunday. Hunt for sign, &c., east. 

29th. James Wright and Jonah D. Rudisil and I hunted with hounds. 
Kill 2 foxes, grey, and 2 squirrels, then home and to Sneath’s. Wrote 
letter for them and brought Snipcious colt home. 

20th. Had Wrighi’s oxen and went to Salem mill. Traded some and 
then home. 

31st. To Sneath’s. Bought 2 lbs., 10 ozs. sole leather for 95 cts. 
Home by creek. 

January 1, 1863. New Year. To Carter bottom, set 2 steel traps 
and hunted, kill 2 fox squirrels and 1 turkey. 

2nd. Hunting cows and to trap. 

3rd. To trap and hunt with J. D. Rudisil. 

4th. Sunday. To trap and hunt some. 

5th. To I. Conley’s to help him sew on my boots, he not at home I 
went and watch Jo’ Runyon’s field, then home and covered Nip’s shed. 
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6th. Help H. Sneath kill a cow. 

*th. To Sneath’s and wrote a letter for them to Jim, then home and 
had J. Wright’s oxen and haul 2 loads wood. 

8th. ‘To Conley’s and help kill 6 hogs. 

9th. To Conley’s, brought part of my boots home and sewed on them 
and made pegs. 

10th. Made pegs. Took to I. Conley’s shop 1 awl. Home and feed. 

11th. Sunday. R Wells and David Siveter here. We went to Tom’s 
rail patch. David went home, and R. and I went to Wells’ and to pro- 
tracted meeting. 

12th. Fix cover on hen house and dress S. skins, then to Conley’s 
and he finished my boots. 

18th. To Conley’s. Weaver's timber sold for 69.20. Mrs. Weaver 
bought it. Got my leather and Jim. S’s. lasts, and to Roberts’ Mill. 

14th. Went to Wright’s, then commenced making Walter’s shoes. 

15th. Making shoes for W. and John. 

16th. Mending shoes for Seth and Samuel. 

I7th. Help O. M. Wells kill a cow, bought 1 fore 14 of him, 92 Ibs, 
3 cts. back and carry head home. 

18th. Sunday. To Uncle William’s and heard that Thomas W. Sav- 
age was wounded at the Battle of Prairie Grove, Ark., Dec. 8, 1862, 
and died in a few days. Home in eve. 

19th. ad Conley oxen and haul 2 load wood and 2 of fodder. 

20th. Chopping a fence row’ in Thos Siveter’s brush, 50 cts. per day. 

21st. The same. 

22nd. 'To I. Conley’s and then on Rock Creek hunting. P. M., went 
to Salem with Thos Siveter. Stayed at Dr’s all night. 

23rd. Rain. Sewed some for Dr. and settled up interest and. $10 
on principal and gave a new note for $90. piayee ed all night at Sam’l’s. 

24th. Thomas and I came home. 

25th. Sunday. In house. Put drawers and books to rights and hunt 
cows. Shot 1 gray squirrel. 

26th. Help Conley jerk corn. 

27th. ‘The same. 

28th. To Wright's, chat John Watson. To I. Conley’s and then home 
and shell corn. Took it to I. Conley’s for him to take to mill. 

29th. Had Wright’s oxen and wagon and hauled 2 loads wood, 1 of 
rails and 2 of fodder. 

30th. To Sneath’s and thrashed out and brought home some hun- 
garian seed, then cut out R. Wells’ blanket shirt. 

31st. Made said shirt at night, Lee and I hunted. 

February 1, 1863. Sunday. L. and I went to Hillsboro protracted 
meeting. I went to Geo C and he to Watson’s. 

2nd. To I. Conley’s and got my meal. (Very cold.) 

3rd. J. Wright came here, left his oxen and I hauled 51%, shocks 
fodder. 

4th. Found 1 lamb dead. Mend Anna’s shoe and cut pair pants for 
I, Conley and little shoes for Mrs. Wells. 
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5th. To Wells’ to borrow % in. auger. Hunt some and then put a 
new shoe on my sled. 

6th. Had Wright’s oxen and haul 1 load wood and then chop wood 
at Watson's. 

7th. Went to Roberts’ Mill to borrow 1% in. auger and fixed 2 chairs 
and to Conley’s. Shot 2 common partridges. 

8th. Sunday. Hunting. 

Sth. Cut and sew gratis for Mrs. Wells. 

10th. Haul 2 loads wood and 1 of rails. 

lith. J. Wright and I killed my 3 hogs (the bigest sow). 

12th. Cut up said hogs and hunted, and down to Sneath’s. 

13th. Fanny had 2 lambs. Hunted and shot 1 common partridge. 

jth. J. Wright and I went to Salem Mill. Coming home Little 
Cedar Creek too high. Made a fire and waited for it to run down, then 
came home. 

15, Sunday. Snow near gone. Hunted, kill 2 gray squirrels. 

16th. Saw wild geese. Took Job’s kettle home and H. Brothers’ 
knife. Cut out and sew on I. Conley’s coat. 

i7th. Sewing on said coat. Finished it, saw bluebirds, first this 
spring. 

1sth. Press it off and to Wright’s and to Watson’s and chop some 
wood. 

19th. Snow. Cut out 2 pairs pants at Wells. 

20th. Started to mill. Little Cedar very high and we came back. 

21st. Chop poles. and put brush in a ditch north of field. Shot 1 
common partridge. 

22nd. Sunday. Hunt some. 

23rd. J. Wright and I yoked Bolley and his Dick ox together and 
haul 2 loads of wood and 2 of fodder, small ones. 

24th. J. R. and I went to Salem Mill with Conley’s oxen and got 
our grists. 

25th. Saw wild ducks. J. W. and I went to Watson’s. Rain. I shot 
1 common partridge. 

26th. Went to Esther Masterson’s funeral, then had Conley’s oxen 
and hauled 1 load wood. (Very muddy.) 

27th. Walter and I chopped poles and put brush in ditch, north. 

28th. Cut out my wammus suit and tick pants and sew on the 
former. 

March 1, 1862. Sunday. Hunt, kill rabbit and to Wells’ sugar camp. 

2nd. Took meal to Wells’ and lard to Sneath’s. Wrote a letter for 
her to Jim. Watch his field. 

$rd. Sam and John sick. Went to Sneath’s field and home. 

4th. To Conley’s, then to Sneath’s. Got a pail milk, then home and 
to Conley’s. Had his oxen and haul 1 load wood. 

5th. Got ready and went to Salem. Sold 3% Ib. butter, 124, cts. 
Went to Dr. Siveter’s, stayed all night. 


GIFFORD SI 


Member of the Supreme Court 
Control, 1900-1913. From a portr: 
1901, in the Historical, Memori 


MEO 


~ 


eee or 


ANNALS OF IOWA 
EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT 


——S = ee 


NOTABLE DEATHS 


Girrorp Srreon Rosrnson was born at Tremont, Illinois, May 28, 
1843, and died at his home on West Okoboji Lake, Iowa, May 28, 1936, 
the ninety-third anniversary of his birth. Burial was at Storm Lake. 
His parents were Israel W. and Cornelia (Leonard) Robinson. He 
grew up on a farm near Tremont, and received his early education in 
common school and in a local academy. When nineteen years old, 1862, 
he enlisted in Company H, One Hundred and Fifteenth Ilinois Infan- 
try, but was discharged two years later on account of a wound received 
in the Battle of Chickamauga. He attended Illinois State Normal Uni- 
versity at Bloomington, taught district school, taught in Washington 
University, St. Louis, for two years, and received the degree of LL. B. 
from Washington University in 1869. In January, 1870, he Jocated at 
Storm Lake, Iowa, for the practice of law. The town was new, only 
being laid out in that year. The county seat was at Sioux Rapids until 
in 1878 it was removed to Storm Lake. In 1875 Mr. Robinson was 
elected representative and he served in the Sixteenth General Assembly, 
his district being Pocahontas, Buena Vista, Palo Alto, and Emmet 
counties. In 1881 he was elected senator and he served in the Nineteenth 
General Assembly, his district being Woodbury, Plymouth, Sioux, Lyon, 
Cherokee, and Buena Vista counties. He also served as senator in the 
Twentieth and Twenty-first general assemblies, his district for both 
sessions being Buena Vista, Cherokee, Sac, and Ida counties. During 
the Twentieth General Assembly Senator Robinson was chairman of 
the Normal Schools Committee, and during the Twenty-first General 
Assembly he was chairman of the Judiciary Committee. From the or- 
ganization of the State Normal School at Cedar Falls in 1876 until 
1882 he was a member of the Board of Trustees of that institution. 
From the time he arrived at Storm Lake in 1870 until 1887 he practiced 
law and won a leading position in the legal profession in his part of 
the state. In November, 1887, while still a member of the Senate he 
was elected judge of the Supreme Court and was re-elected in 1893, 
serving twelve years, or from 1888 to 1899 inclusive. From 1890 to 1900 
he was lecturer in the Law Department of the State University of 
Towa. In 1895 the State University conferred on him the degree of 
LL. D. On retiring from the bench he was appointed February 23, 
1900, by Governor Shaw to succeed Ex-Governor Larrabee as a member 
of the Board of Control, and served over thirteen years, or until July 
1, 1913. He then retired from public service. To all these positions he 
brought industry, a high order of talent, and an integrity unquestioned, 
and thus rendered the state distinguished service. 
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seme V. Paounreor was: born at Liberty, Clarke County, Iowa, 
Tame IS: 1862: and! died at a hospital in Des Moines June 7, 1936. 
Zarmi vas: at Indianola. His parents were Jacob and Cyrena (Van 
Sor Preudfeet His early education was obtained in public school 
seer is heme: Im 188% he entered Simpson College, Indianola, as a 
smiéen andi at the same time obtained a position in the law and ab- 
<mret oie of Eidiward Hall and E. W. Hartman, Indianola, and was 
Sms able “x pay lis owm way through college during the next three 
"eerss umd om leaving: school was employed by them to hnadle their 
wiscrnet Gusimess: In 1892 he: was: elected clerk of District Court of 
WSere=> County and held that position six years, during which time he 
qursaed “he study of law and was admitted to practice October 5, 1898. 
= eee praetice: at that time in Indianola and continued it until his 
ieeti Wier 2 young: mam he was for four years chairman of the Re- 
~ litem County Central Committee. He was city solicitor of Indianola 
seri cears: and was seeretary of the school board. He was _presi- 
i-etiel Seetor frem: the Seventh District in 1904 when Theodore Roose- 
"Ss wes ceeted: Im 190%-he was elected senator from the Clarke- 
Waere= District and served im the Thirty-third and Thirty-fourth gen- 
-sai assemblies [Im 1912 he was: a candidate in primary election for the 
S&ouniicam ceminatiom for governor, George W. Clarke and Perry G. 
Seuie=: aise Seite candidates, Mr. Clarke winning the nomination and 
‘te sabseament cleetion. Im 1916 he was again elected senator and 
<=7Sa == the Thirty-seventh and> Thirty-eighth general assemblies. In 
Se lattes be was: chairman of Judiciary Committee Number 2. For 
"SEs le was: prominently connected with the Ancient Order of United 
Worane= lodge. amd was: grand master of the Iowa jurisdiction. He 
Was ietire im loeal chareh and Sunday school work and was a member 
© Se Gear of Trustees: of the Methodist Episcopal church of In- 
ianeia: threugheut most of his active life. He was an alternate lay 
ieic=ane co General Comference of the church in 1920, and a delegate 
™ (822 and 1828 Im 1929 the General Conference created the World 
s=ice Commission and Mr. Proudfoot was made a member of it. Its 
quite actude arranging the budget for the church activities, amounting 
=» millioms of dollars annually. Of the originally appointed members, 
“ine it number, Mr. Proudfoot was the only one present at the 
meine at Columbus last May. He was and had been for. years chair- 
mam af ‘he Beart of Trustees of Simpson College, often carrying much 
—ssensbility. He was am able lawyer, an able and effective publie 
speaser, = wise legislator, a churchman of more than local and state 
Daitemees_ and: a citizen of great usefulness. 


“=sanes Wensrem was berm at Waucoma, Fayette County, Iowa, May 
S: 1565: and died at Waucoma July 31, 1936. Burial was in the mace 
“ery af that piace. His: parents were Joseph P. and Phoebe A. Webster. 
+= "testred ‘is schooling in public schools of Waucoma, spent a year 
= = Ssusient it the law office of Ainsworth & Hobson of West Union, 
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and followed that by teaching school at Eldorado and at Fort Atkinson. 
While teaching at the latter town he learned telegraphy of bis brother, 
Ace Webster, who was station agent and telegraph operator there. 
When the Milwaukee road was built through Waucoma in 1882 he was 
appointed agent and operator there. He subsequently entered into part- 
nership with his brother Ace in the lumber and coal and other lines 
of business. As dealers in lumber they developed an extended line of 
lumber yards. The two brothers continued together and for some fifty 
years operated in different enterprises. Charles Webster was one of the 
first men in his section to recognize the importance of the telephone 
and for twenty years was busy in organizing, building and developing 
telephone properties, not only in northern lowa but in near-by states. 
He was a delegate to the Republican National Convention in 1908, but 
was evidently too much engrossed in business to seck office. During 
the fall of 1917 there developed, especially in northern Iowa, an acute 
shortage of coal. The railroads and many manufacturing concerns 
were consuming the coal as they were working feverishly because of 
increased demands brought on by the war, so local coal dealers found 
it almost impossible to get coal orders filled. A federal fuel adminis- 
tration was formed and late in September state administrators were 
appointed. Mr. Webster was already 4 member and treasurer of the 
Iowa State Council of Defense, and on its recommendation and that of 
Governor Harding, he was appointed by the Federal Government fuel 
administrator for lowa. His efficiency in railroad and shipping affairs 
becoming so apparent Governor Harding appointed him November 5, 
1917, a member of the Iowa Railroad Commission to fill the vacancy 
caused by the resignation of Edward D. Chassell. In 1918 he was 
elected, and was three times re-elected, serving seventeen years, retiring 
in December, 1934. In 1929 he was honored with the office of president 
of the National Association of Railroad and Utilities Commissions. He 
was a popular and efficient official. 


Louis J. Murpuy was born in Dubuque, lowa, November 6, 1875, 
and died July 16, 1936, because of an automobile accident near Chip- 
pewa Falls, Wisconsin, death occurring on the way to 4 hospital in 
that city. Burial was at Mount Olivet Cemetery, Dubuque. His parents 
were John S. and Ann White Murphy. He secured his education in 
public schools in Dubuque. His father was editor of the Dubuque Tele- 
graph, and Louis having ambition to enter the same work, began when 
only a lad by acting as carrier boy for daily papers in his home city, 
and when having completed two years of high school he struck out for 
himself and obtained a job as reporter on the Galena (Mlinois) Gazette. 
Two years later he returned to Dubuque and accepted a position on 
the news staff of the Dubuque Times-Journal. He there established 
himself as a successful newspaper writer. When he was only twenty- 
six years old, in 1902, his father suddenly died. John S. Murphy had 
won high reputation as the able and brilliant editor of the Dubuque 
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Telegraph, and had Just secured the consolidation of the Herald with 
his papers (See Annas or Towa, Vol, Vy page S84), Louis was asked 
te accept his father's vacant chair as editor of the Telegraph-Hereld, 
accepted it and for ten years ably filled the position, Seon after Presi- 
Gent Wilson's Inauguration Mr, Murphy was made collector of internal 
revenue for Iowa, He became a recognized authority an tax subjects, 
and in 1920 resigned and for several years was engaged ia the profes- 
sien of tax counselor, He retired from regular Dasiness In 1998 and 
took a well deserved rest, Never possessed of great physical viger, his 
activity and ambition pushed him near the Thnit toe afte, so rest was 
needed. He then also teak time for more reading and study ef pablic 
questions, He espoused the cause of the repeal ef the Bighteenth 
Amendment, as well as farm relief, He became such a leader of thought 
that in INP in a field of five contestants he won the Democratic romi- 
nation fer United States senator, and won the election in the fllewng 
November, defeating Henry Field, the Republican nominee In the 
Senate he was an ardent supporter of New Deal policies, He had fine 
personal qualities and easily won friendships He wag at the threshold 
of large leadership when the untoward accident snapped the thread af 
life. 


Wri Peery Worrman was born in Deer Creek Township, Mis 
County, Iowa, June & 1867, and died in an Omaha hospital Jaly Th 
1938, following an automodile accident near Plattsmouth, Nedraska, His 
parents were Benjamin F, and Philena Clark Wertman, In his youth 
he attended public school in Mills County, and in southeastern Nebraska 
where the family lived a few years, Tn 1805 he was graduated from 
Highland Park College, Des Moines, and for the next seven years 
taught school, In 1900 while serving as superintendent ef scheols in 
Emerson he purchased the Malvern Leader, removed te Malvern and 
was the paper's editor and publisher until his death Under his hand 
it became one of the outstanding newspapers in the state padblished in 
towns of less than 1,500 people, Mr, Wortman was a member ef the 
Iowa Press Association from its organization in 181) and was its 
president in 1918, and at the time of his death was chaimmarn ef the 
Past Presidents’ Association which was composed of twenty members, 
In 1934 he was named a master editor of the Association. He served 
as a member of the Malvern Board of Raducation for several years, At 
his death he was a member of the Board ef ‘Trustees of Shapson Col- 
lege. He was a member of the Methodist Rpiscopal chareh was a 
trustee of his local church, and was Sunday school superintendent, and 
Sunday school teacher many years, He was a lay delegate to the Qaad- 
rennial Conference of the church in 19d 12 and [MI Ta IAs he 
became a member of the Board of Raducation of the Methodist aarch 
and shortly before his death attended a meeting of that distinguished 
body of educators in Chicago, At the primary in Jane he was nem 
nated by the Republicans of the Mills-Montgomery district ag their — 
candidate for state senator, Educator, editor, and Christian citkea. 
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Daxter Wenster Hamiron was born near Dixon, Ogle County, IIli- 
nois, December 20, 1861, and died in a hospital in Rochester, Minnesota, 
August 21, 1936. Burial was in Sixteen Cemetery near Thornburg, Keo- 
kuk County, Iowa. His parents, Francis and Abigail J. Hamilton, 
removed with their family to Miami County, Kansas, in 1868, and to a 
farm in Prairie Township, Keokuk County, Iowa, in 1874. Here he 
grew to manhood, attended public school, was graduated from the Law 
Department of the State University of Iowa in 1884, was admitted to 
the bar the same year and began practice in Sigourney. He developed 
into a fluent and persuasive public speaker, a good trial lawyer, and 
naturally turned to politics. He was appointed by President Cleveland 
postmaster at Sigourney in 1894 and served four years. In 1906 he 
received the Democratic nomination for Congress in the Sixth District, 
was elected, defeating John F. Lacey, the Republican nominee, in the 
general election, and served in the Sixtieth Congress. In 1908 he was 
defeated for re-election by Nathan E. Kendall, the Republican nominee, 
and resumed his law practice at Sigourney, being joined by Frank M. 
Beatty as Hamilton & Beatty. In 1918 he was elected judge of the 
Sixth Judicial] District. A few years thereafter he removed to Grinnell. 
He was regularly re-elected judge and had two years yet to serve when 
called by death. He won the commendation of the bar and of the public 
in his work on the bench, manifesting the talent and qualities of an 
able and just judge. 


Mary C. (Moriiz) Heisr was born at Sandy Point, Decatur County, 
Iowa, July 16, 1862, and died in Des Moines August 14, 1936. Burial 
was at Allerton, Wayne County. Her parents were Abraham and Mary 
Ann (Dawes) Reck. In January, 1880, when her father came to Des 
Moines to serve as representative in the Eighteenth General Assembly 
Mollie accompanied him, and was appointed one of the paper folders 
for the House. This assembly met in the old Capitol, it being four 
years before the present Capitol was occupied. The next service she 
rendered the state was in the Twenty-first General Assembly, 1886, 
when she was engrossing clerk for the House, which service she re- 
peated in the following general assemblies: Twenty-second (1858), 
Twenty-fifth (1894), Twenty-sixth (1896), Twenty-sixth Extra (Code 
revision, 1897), Twenty-seventh (1898), Twenty-eighth (1900), Twenty- 
ninth (1902), Thirtieth (1904), Thirty-first (1906), Thirty-second 
(1997), Thirty-third (1909. In 1913 Governor Clarke appointed 
her notarial secretary. She served in that position four years under 
Governor Clarke, four years under Governor Harding, four years under 
Governor Kendall, six years under Governor Hammill, and two years 
under Governor Turner. So far as we know her service in the Eight- 
eenth General Assembly was at an earlier date than any present or 
previous employee of the state now living. Her twelve sessions as en- 
grossing clerk of the House is proof of her devoted care and skill in 
meticulous work. Her work as notarial secretary, while not so exacting, 
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yet required close attention. Her public work and her fine personality 
made her innumerable friends. She was regarded as an honorary mem- 
ber of the Pioneer Lawmakers Association. 


Jowx Hrrry Srerer was born in Galena, Illinois, August 21, 1865, 
ama @ied iv Des Moines, Iowa, June 21, 1936. Burial was in the Masonic 
section of Glendale Cemetery, Des Moines. His parents, Henry and 
“Mary Blien (McDonald) Strief, removed from Galena to Dubuque, 
Towa, in 1866. A few years later they removed to Chicago, and in 1876 
t® LeMars, Towa. There the son learned the printing trade. He con- 
@ueted the LeMars Globe for a time, and in 1883 had charge of the 
publication of the Kingsley Times. In 1884 he removed to Sioux City 
amd for several years was employed in the composing rooms of the daily 
papers of that place. In 1901 he was chosen secretary-treasurer of the 
lewa State Federation of Labor and retained that position twelve years. 
We was president of that organization from 1913 to 1917.-Inm 1917 Goy- 
enor Harding appointed him a member of the Board of Control for 
@ fall term of six years, and in 1923 Governor Kendall reappointed 
iit, 8 lhe served twelve years in that position. In their division of 
responsibilities the board assigned Mr. Strief to give especial attention 
to the penal institutions, and he won a record for efficiency in that diffi- 
cult werk, In 1930 he was employed by the Federal Department of 
Justice as an inspector and traveled in different parts ofthe country 
im performance of his duties. He retired in 1935. 


Cxuxvncey Prrer Corcrove was born in Bath, New York, August 
Ul, 1835, and died in Pasadena, California, June 7, 1936. His parents 
were the Reverend Peter and Anne Elizabeth (Graham) Colgrove. He 
received from Upper Iowa University, Fayette, Iowa, a liberal arts 
degree in 1881, and the degree of Sci. D. in 1908, A. M. from Chicago 
Umiversity in 1896, and LL. D. from Cornell College, Mount Vernon, 
lowa, im 1919. He taught in the Preparatory Department of Upper 
lowa University, 1882-86; was superintendent at Waukon, 1886-91; was 
principal at Nora Springs, 1891-95; was professor of psychology and 
didactics im Towa State Normal School in 1896, was head of the De- 
partament of Education in the same institution, 1908-16, and vice presi- 
dent, 1907-16; and president of Upper Iowa University, 1916-21. He 
was a Gelegate to the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
clrwreh im 1916 and 1920. He was the author of several books on edu- 
cational subjects, among them, The Teacher and the School, which was 
extensively used in teachers’ training schools. 


Gmores Mocrmer was born in Salford, near Manchester, England, 
Jwne 3, 1856, and died in Glenwood, Iowa, July 21, 1936. Interment 
was im the Glenwood Cemetery. His parents were Edwin and Hannah 
(Chapman) Mogridge. He attended school in England and at the age 
ot fowrteen became a clerk with a law firm in Manchester, remaining 
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with them ten years. In 1879 he with his widowed mother emigrated 
to the United States, coming directly to Lewis, Cass County, Iowa. 
There he worked at farming, and later was employed in a grain office. 
After the death of his mother he prepared to go to Australia. On his 
way he stopped at Glenwood where he met Dr. F. M. Powell, superin- 
tendent of the Institution for Feeble Minded Children, who advised 
him to stay. He was employed there in September, 1889, in helping 
care for the boys of that institution. He was advanced in responsibili- 
ties, took up the study of medicine and was graduated with the degree 
of M. D. from Omaha Medical College, was for several years physician 
and assistant superintendent, and on Dr. Powell’s retirement in 1903, 
was appointed superintendent. He retired on July 1, 1935, but continued 
in an advisory capacity until the time of his death. He was well adapted 
_ to his difficult work and was a successful administrator. ‘ 


Beryuanp Martin Jacoznsen was born in Klixbuel, Schleswig, Ger- 
many, March 26, 1862, and died in a hospital in Rochester, Minnesota, 
June 30, 1936. Burial was in Springdale Cemetery, Clinton, Iowa. His 
parents, Boh and Magdalena Jacobsen, removed with their family to 
Clinton in 1876. Bernhard, then fourteen years old, soon got work in 
a sawmill, later in a brickyard, and then became a clerk in a general 
store. He acquired a knowledge of English by contact with fellow 

“workmen. He finally became considerable of a linguist, speaking several 
additional languages In 1886 he became a member of the firm of Nissen 
& Jacobsen, dealers in dry goods and clothing. In 1907 the senior mem- 
ber of the firm withdrew and Mr. Jacobsen continued the business until 
in 1914 President Wilson appointed him postmaster at Clinton. He 
served in that capacity until 1924. He again entered business in con- 
nection with the Clinton Thrift Company. In 1930 he was elected repre- 
sentative in Congress, defeating F. D. Letts of Davenport. He was 
re-elected in 1932 and again in 1934. He was renominated by the Demo- 
cratic party ai the recent primary for the same position. He was not 
a public orator, but was a man who naturally won friends, a modest 
man, a man of good judgment. In Congress he had advanced in recog- 
nition until he had become a member of the Appropriation Committee, 
besides having membership on minor committees. 


Tuomas Geneva was born in Leicester, England, December 22, 1856, 
and died in What Cheer, Iowa, August 17, 1936. Burial was in High- 
land Cemetery, What Cheer. His parents were Albert and Sarah Ge- 
neva. The family emigrated to the United States in 1858 and located 
on a farm near where the town of What Cheer is now. His education 
was acquired in the What Cheer schools, supplemented by a course in 
Oskaloosa Business College. In 1880 he joined with his father in the 
firm of Geneva & Son in conducting a meat market in What Cheer and 
in buying and shipping livestock. He served as a member of the City 
Council of What Cheer for a few years during its prosperous period 
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around 1890. In 1903 he was elected representative and was re-elected 
in 1906, serving in the Thirtieth, Thirty-first and Thirty-second general 
assemblies. In 1913 he was appointed by President Wilsem postmaster 
at What Cheer and was reappointed, serving eight years. He was an 
active member of the Methodist Episcopal church from early manhood, 


Rogeer Hunter was born on a farm in Butler County, lowa, January 
12, 1858, and died in Sioux City November 20, 1935. His education was 
acquired in country schools of Butler County, in Lenox College, Hop- 
kinton, from which he was graduated in 1879, and in the Law Depart- 
ment of the State University of Iowa, from which he was graduated 
in 1881. He began practicing law at Aberdeen, South Dakota, im 1882, 
but in 1887 removed to Sioux City where he was engaged in law prac- 
tice during his active life. He was also president of the Western Land 
Loan Company, and was extensively interested in farming and stock 
raising. A Republican politically, he was elected senator in 1908 and 
served in the Thirty-third and Thirty-fourth General Assemblies, where 
he made a record as a useful legislator. 


Tuomas Emmerr was born near Traer, Iowa, March 25, 1836, and 
died in Huron, South Dakota, April 1, 1936. Burial was in the Huron 
Cemetery. His parents were Patrick and Hanora Emmett. He grew 
to manhood near Traer and soon afterward entered the livestock buying” 
business, first at Dysart, and later at Reinbeck. While living at Rein- 
beck he was elected representative in 1897 and served in the Twenty- 
seventh General Assembly, and is said to have been the first Democrat 
ever elected to the legislature from Grundy County. About 1900 he 
started ranching in Spink County, South Dakota, but retained his home 
at Reinbeck. In 1912 he removed to Waterloo, and in 1919 te Clark, 
South Dakota, and in 1928 to Huron. He was one of the most widely 
known dealers in livestock, especially horses, in central lowa during the 
period he operated in the state. 


Aten J. Kane was born in Dubuque County, Iowa, January 10, 
1886, and died in Dubuque December 26, 1935. Burial was in Mount 
Olivet Cemetery, Dubuque. He received his education in St. Joseph's 
College, Dubuque, was graduated from the Law Department of the State 
University of Iowa in 1910, and began the practice of law in Dubuque. 
In 1912 he was elected representative, was re-elected in 1914, and served 
in the Thirty-fifth and Thirty-sixth general assemblies. In 1924 he was 
elected county attorney of Dubuque County, was re-elected two years 
later, and served four years. He was a Democrat politically and de- 
servedly stood high in public regard. 


